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I t m a y  b e  tr u e , a s  a  g r e a t  p io n e e r  o f  ‘w o r ld  h is to r y ’ im a g in e d , th a t  a n y  h is to r ic a l e v e n t  o r  
id e a  in  a n y  t im e  a n d  p la c e  is  in  s o m e  w a y  c o n n e c te d  to  e v e r y  o th e r  e v e n t  o r  id e a  in  e v e r y  
o th e r  t im e  a n d  p la c e : ‘T h e r e  a r e  n o  is o la te d  f ie ld s  o f  h is to r y ;  e v e r y th in g  is  in te r in v o lv e d ’ 
(H o d g s o n  IHGFEDCBA1967: 6 -7 ) . B u t e v e n  if  th a t is  th e  c a s e , o n ly  a n  o m n is c ie n t b e in g  w o u ld  b e  
c a p a b le  o f  c h r o n ic l in g  a l l th o s e  c o n n e c t io n s :  p e r h a p s  a  d e ity  w h o  m a r k s  e v e r y  s p a r r o w ’s  
fa l l  a n d  k e e p s  s tr ic t  c o u n t  o f  a l l  th in g s  (a s  th e  G o s p e l -  M t. 1 0 .2 9  -  a n d  Q u r ’a n  -  7 2 .7 8  -  
h a v e  it ) . S o  lo n g  a s  h is to r ia n s a r e  h u m a n , p r o v in c ia l is m  w il l b e  a n  in e v ita b le  a s p e c t o f  
o u r  b e in g .'

I t  is  n o t  fo r  th is  in e v ita b le  p a r t ic u la r is m  th a t  w e  h is to r ia n s  d e s e r v e  b la m e , b u t  fo r  o u r  
t e n d e n c y  to  fo r g e t it . O n  th e  o n e  h a n d , w e  s p e a k  o f  ‘h u m a n  n a tu r e ’ o n  th e  b a s is  o f  o u r  
o w n  lim ite d  e x p e r ie n c e ,  c o n fu s in g  th e  c u s to m s  o f  o u r  tr ib e  w ith  th e  la w s  o f  th e  c o s m o s . 
O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , w e  is o la te  a s p e c ts  o f  c u ltu r e  th a t  in  fa c t  a r e  w id e s p r e a d , lo c a tin g  th e m  
in  p a r t ic u la r  h is to r ie s  fo r  p u r p o s e s  o f  p r a is e  o r  b la m e , o r  s im p ly  b e c a u s e  th a t h is to r y  is  
th e  o n e  w e  h a p p e n  to  k n o w .

A  h is to r y  th a t  s p e a k s  o f  th e  in v e n tio n  o f  ‘r a t io n a lity ’ in  a  p a r t ic u la r  t im e  o r  p la c e , fo r  
e x a m p le , is  c u lp a b ly  p r o v in c ia l. S o , I  s u b m it , is  a  h is to r y  th a t s p e a k s o f  th e  in v e n t io n  
o f  ‘r a c is m ’. S u c h  h is to r ie s  a r e  to d a y  c o m m o n , p e r h a p s  e v e n  th e  n o r m . ‘R a c is m  s o  o f te n  

appears a s  n e w  to  h is to r ia n s , a s  i f  e a c h  h a d  d is c o v e r e d  it s  u n iq u e ly  o r ig in a r y  m o m e n t , ’ 
a s  A n n  L a u r a  S to le r  p u ts  i t  (S to le r  1 9 9 7 : 1 8 9 ; e m p h a s is  in  th e  o r ig in a l) . ‘W h a t  is  s tr ik in g  
is  h o w  c o m m it te d  c r it ic s  o f  r a c is m  r e m a in  to  s u c h  o r ig in a r y  q u e s ts  a n d  w h a t p o lit ic a l 
in v e s tm e n ts  w e  m ig h t h a v e  in  th e m ’ (1 8 9 ) . T h e  h is to r ia n s  s h e  r e fe r s  to  w e r e  a b o v e  a ll 
m o d e r n is ts . A fte r  th e  S e c o n d  W o r ld  W a r  h is to r ia n s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  o f te n  in s is te d  th a t 

r a c e ,  r a c is m  a n d  a s s o c ia te d  c o n c e p ts  a r e  th e  p r o d u c t  o f  a  m o d e r n  e p is te m e , im p o s s ib le  to  
c o n c e iv e  o f  w ith o u t  n a t io n  s ta te s  o r  c o lo n ia l is m  o r  th e  tr a n s a t la n tic  s la v e  tr a d e , D a r w in ia n  
th e o r ie s  o f  e v o lu tio n  o r  s o m e  o th e r  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d it io n  s e t t in g  E u r o -A m e r ic a n  m o d e r n ity  
a p a r t  f r o m  o th e r  p e r io d s  a n d  p la c e s  (F o u c a u lt 1 9 9 7 : 6 5 ) . T h e  te n d e n c y  e x te n d s  to  m a n y  
r e la te d  c o n c e p ts . T o  p ic k  a  r e c e n t e x a m p le : ‘T h e  r o o ts  o f  th e  k n o w le d g e  r e g im e  fr o m
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w h ic h  th e  c o n c e p t o f  h e r e d ity  e m e r g e d  e x te n d  . . .  to  th e  e a r ly  m o d e r n  p e r io d  . . .  T h is  w a s  
th e  p e r io d  in  w h ic h  E u r o p e a n s  b e g a n  to  c o n q u e r  th e  g lo b e , d is c o v e r in g  a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  
th a t  th e y  w e r e  n o t  it s  s o le  in h a b ita n ts ’ (M u lle r -W ille  a n d  R h e in b e r g e r  2 0 1 2 :  3 ) .

A  ‘p r e -m o d e r n is t*  c o u ld  r ig h t ly  o b je c t th a t h u m a n s  h a v e  b e e n  d is c o v e r in g  d if fe r e n c e  
th r o u g h  tr a v e l a n d  m ig r a t io n  lo n g  b e fo r e C o lu m b u s , in d e e d  fo r  a s lo n g  a s w e c a n  
k n o w .^  I n  a n y  c a s e , h u m a n s  a r e  q u ite  c a p a b le  o f  c r e a tin g  d if fe r e n c e  w ith o u t d is c o v e r in g  
n e w  w o r ld s , e v e n  w h ile  r e m a in in g  e n tir e ly  a t h o m e . A n c ie n t a n d  m e d ie v a l p e o p le s  
w e r e  c o n s ta n t ly  c o n s tr u c t in g  d if fe r e n c e s  in  o r d e r  to  im a g in e  a n d  r e p r e s e n t th e ir  o w n  
c o m m u n it ie s ( fo r e x a m p le , d if fe r e n c e s b e tw e e n  G r e e k  a n d  b a r b a r ia n ; w o m a n  a n d  
m a n ; s la v e  a n d  fr e e ; g e n ti le , C h r is t ia n  a n d  J e w ). M o r e o v e r , m il le n n ia  b e fo r e  D a r w in , 
h u m a n s  w e r e  c u lt iv a t in g  p la n ts  a n d  m a tin g  a n im a ls , s e e k in g  to  e x p la in  th e  tr a n s m is s io n  
o f  d e s ir a b le  a n d  u n d e s ir a b le  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  a c r o s s  g e n e r a t io n s , th e o r iz in g  th e  h e r ita b il i ty  
o f  s im ila r ity  a n d  d if fe r e n c e , a n d  a p p ly in g  th o s e  e x p la n a t io n s  to  w h a te v e r  s im ila r it ie s  a n d  
d if fe r e n c e s  th e y  fo u n d  it  u s e fu l to  p e r c e iv e  o r  im a g in e  a m o n g  th e m s e lv e s .^

S tr o n g  a n a lo g ie s  b e tw e e n  th e r e p r o d u c t io n  o f o r g a n is m s a n d  th e r e p r o d u c t io n  o f  
c u ltu r e  a r e  in  fa c t a n c ie n t a n d  w id e s p r e a d . O u r  w o r d  IHGFEDCBAculture is  i t s e lf  a  p r o d u c t o f  th a t 
a n a lo g y , a s  is  o u r  w o r d  race, w h ic h  e n te r e d  th e  R o m a n c e  la n g u a g e s  in  th e  fo u r te e n th  
c e n tu r y  fr o m  th e  w o r ld  o f  h o r s e  b r e e d in g . W e  c o u ld , i f  w e  w is h e d , tr e a t  th e  im a g in in g s  
th is  a n a lo g y  h a s  m a d e  p o s s ib le , w h e r e v e r  a n d  w h e n e v e r  th e y  h a v e  m a n ife s te d , a s  p a r t 
o f  a  v a s t  a n d  in te r c o n n e c te d  w o r ld  h is to r y  o f  racism. T h is  a p p r o a c h  h a s  th e  a d v a n ta g e  
o f  a v o id in g  a r g u m e n ts  th a t  b y  d e fin it io n  e ith e r  s e t  th e  a p e r tu r e  s o  w id e  th a t  d is t in c t io n s  
b e c o m e m e a n in g le s s  (e .g . a l l p e r s is te n t d if fe r e n c e s  in  p o w e r  c o n s t itu te r a c is m ) o r  s o  
n a r r o w  th a t i t  fa i ls  to  m a k e  s e n s e  o f  m a n y  m o d e r n  p h e n o m e n a  th a t  w e  h a v e  h is to r ic a l ly  
u n d e r s to o d  a s  r a c is m  (e .g . r a c is m  r e q u ir e s  b e l ie f  in  im m u ta b le  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  t ie d  to  s k in  
c o lo u r ).

W h e th e r w e c o n n e c t o r s e p a r a te th e im a g in in g s o f d is p a r a te t im e s a n d  p la c e s , 
w h e th e r  w e  c h o o s e  to  e m p h a s iz e  th e  s im ila r it ie s  o r  th e  d if fe r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  th e ir  v a r io u s  
r e p r o d u c t iv e  a n a lo g ie s  a s  w e  c r e a te  o u r  o w n  p a r t ic u la r  h is to r ie s : th e se  a r e  c h o ic e s  th a t 
h is to r ia n s  a r e  e n t it le d , in d e e d  c a lle d  u p o n , to  m a k e . W e  c a n  c h o o s e  to  l in k  A r is to t le  
a n d  K a n t , fo r  e x a m p le , in  o r d e r  to  s u g g e s t  th a t r e p r o d u c tiv e  a n a lo g ie s  a r e  s h a r e d  a c r o s s  
a  p h ilo s o p h ic a l tr a d it io n  w e  ta k e to  b e  W e s te r n , o r  w e  c o u ld  c h o o s e  to  c o m p a r e  th e  
c la s s if ic a t io n s o f A r is to t le  w ith  th o s e  o f P a n in i (a n  I n d ia n  g r a m m a r ia n  o f th e  fo u r th  
c e n tu r y  b c e) jn  o r d e r to  a r g u e fo r  c o m m o n a lit ie s a c r o s s  c u ltu r e s .^  A s w e m a k e o u r  
c h o ic e s , h o w e v e r , w e  a r e  a ls o  c a l le d  u p o n  to  r e m e m b e r  th a t th e y  a r e  c o n tin g e n t  a n d  n o t  
n e c e s s a r y , m a d e  w ith in  th e  fr a m e w o r k  o f  o u r  p a r t ic u la r  in te r e s ts  a n d  th e  p e c u lia r  s h a p e  
a n d  l im it s  o f  o u r  o w n  k n o w le d g e . W h e n  w e  fo r g e t th a t , o u r  h is to r ie s  tu r n  fr o m  c r it ic a l 
e n g a g e m e n ts  in to  b lu n t  in s tr u m e n ts  o f  p o le m ic s . '

T o d a y  th e r e  is  a n  in c r e a s in g  te n d e n c y  to  r e c la im  th e  r a c is t  p o te n t ia l  o f  th e  p r e -m o d e r n , 
a n d  to  lo c a te  it  in  th e  d is c r im in a tio n s  p r o d u c e d  b y  r e l ig io u s  d if fe r e n c e . I s a y  r e c la im , 
b e c a u s e  b e fo r e  th e  S e c o n d  W o r ld  W a r  a r g u m e n ts a b o u t th e  r a c is t n a tu r e  o f r e l ig io u s  
d is c r im in a t io n s w e r e  c o m m o n . I n  th e  c o n te x t o f  N a z i a n t i-S e m it is m  in  th e 1 9 3 0 s  a n d  
1 9 4 0 s , h is to r ia n s d e b a te d  w h e th e r  o r  n o t m e d ie v a l S p a n is h  C h r is t ia n  d is c r im in a t io n s  
a g a in s t  c o n v e r ts  f r o m  J u d a is m  h a d  b e e n  r a c ia l . M e d ie v a lis t s  w r it in g  in  th e  d e c o lo n iz in g  
1 9 6 0 s  a n d  1 9 7 0 s , o n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , te n d e d  to  a g r e e  th a t r a c e  w a s  a  m o d e r n , c o lo n ia l 
c o n c e p t , a l ie n  to  th e  M id d le  A g e s , p a r t o f  th e  c o g n it iv e  to o lk it w ith  w h ic h  E u r o p e a n  
p o w e r  h a d  s e t o u t  to  c o n q u e r  th e  w o r ld . T h a t c o n s e n s u s  b e g a n  to  b e  q u e s t io n e d  a g a in  
in  th e  tw e n ty -f ir s t  c e n tu r y , b y  th o s e  u r g in g  a t te n t io n  to  d e e p  a n d  p e r s is te n t s tr u c tu r e s  
o f  p e r s e c u t io n  a n d  d is c r im in a t io n  in  w e s te r n  E u r o p e  a n d  it s  fo r m e r  c o lo n ie s  (N ir e n b e r g
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2 0 0 3 , 2 0 0 7 ) . A m o n g  s c h o la r s  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  to d a y , o n e  c a n  d e te c t a  s h a r p e n in g  
c o n v ic tio n  th a t d is c o v e r in g  th e  r a c is m  o f  th e  m e d ie v a l C h r is t ia n  w o r ld  is  a n  im p o r ta n t 
p a r t  o f  th e  s tr u g g le  a g a in s t  r a c is m  in  o u r  o w n  p o lit ie s .  T h u s  G e r a ld in e  H e n g , fo r  e x a m p le , 
e x p lo r e s  th e  C h r is t ia n  tr e a tm e n t o f  J e w s  a n d  c o n v e r ts  f r o m  J u d a is m  in  m e d ie v a l E n g la n d  
in  o r d e r  to  c h a r a c te r iz e  th a t  la n d  a s  ‘th e  f ir s t  r a c ia l s ta te  k n o w n  to  E u r o p e ’ (2 0 1 8 b :  5 8 ) .

I s  r a c is m  th e  in v e n t io n  o f  f i f t e e n th -c e n tu r y  I b e r ia n  C h r is t ia n s , o r  o f  th ir te e n th -c e n tu r y  
B r it is h  o n e s ?  W h a t a r e  th e r is k s in  lo c a t in g  th e  o r ig in s  o f r a c is m  in  o n e  t im e , p la c e , 
p o lity  a n d  r e l ig io n ?  W e  c a n  e m b r a c e  th e  v ie w  th a t th e  p r e -m o d e r n  w o r k  o f  d if fe r e n c e 

m a k in g  c a n  fr u it fu l ly  b e  c o m p a r e d  to  m o d e r n  c o n c e p ts  o f  r a c e  a n d  s t i l l  b e  c o n c e r n e d  th a t 
c la im in g  to  lo c a te  th e  o r ig in s  o f  r a c e  r is k s  p r o d u c in g  p a r tia l a n d  p r o v in c ia l h is to r ie s  th a t 
r e p lic a te  th e  g e n e a lo g ic a l  e r r o r s  th e y  c la im  to  c r it ic iz e . W h a t th e n  a r e  w e  h is to r ia n s  to  
d o  i f  w e  w is h  to  u s e  th e  s tu d y  o f  ‘r e l ig io u s ’ d is c r im in a tio n s  fr o m  th e  d is ta n t p a s t  in  o r d e r  
to  g a in  a  c r it ic a l u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  ‘r a c ia l ’ d is c r im in a tio n s  in  th e  p r e s e n t , o r  v ic e  v e r s a ?

T h e r e  m a y  b e  a s  m a n y  a n s w e r s  to  th a t q u e s t io n  a s  th e r e  a r e  c r it ic a l h is to r ia n s . T h is  
c h a p te r  w il l  p r o p o s e  o n e  a p p r o a c h  -  th a t o f  s im u lta n e o u s ly  c o n s tr u c t iv e  a n d  d e s tr u c tiv e  
c o m p a r is o n . I  w il l  o f fe r  h is to r ic a l  s k e tc h e s  o f  tw o  b io c u ltu r a l p r o c e s s e s , o n e  in  C h r is t ia n ity  
a n d  o n e  in  I s la m , e a c h  o f  w h ic h  c a n  fr u itfu l ly  b e  u n d e r s to o d  a s  ‘r a c ia l iz in g ’ . O f  e a c h  I  w il l 
a s k  s im ila r  q u e s t io n s . F ir s t , h o w  d id  e p is o d e s  o f  m a s s  c o n v e r s io n  o r  s p ir itu a l m ig r a t io n  
a f fe c t th in k in g  a b o u t th e  h e r ita b il ity  o f  c e r ta in  c h a r a c te r is t ic s  w ith in  th e s e  r e l ig io n s ?  I n  
o th e r  w o r d s ,  d id  s u c h  e p is o d e s  e f fe c t  s o m e th in g  th a t  to d a y  w e  m ig h t  c a l l  th e  r a c ia l iz a tio n  
o f  r e l ig io n ?  S e c o n d , h o w  d o  th e s e  e p is o d e s  r e la te  to  e a c h  o th e r ?  C a n  w e  s p e a k  o f  th e ir  
h is to r ie s  in  te r m s  o f  o r ig in s , o r  o f  a  c a u s a l o r  g e n e a lo g ic a l r e la t io n s h ip  to  e a c h  o th e r ?  

C a n  w e  s a y  th a t  a n y  o f  th e  th r e e  r e l ig io n s  in v o lv e d  in  th e s e  e p is o d e s  -  C h r is t ia n ity , I s la m , 
a n d  J u d a is m  -  ‘in v e n te d  r a c e ’ o r  p r a c tic e d  r a c e -m a k in g ?  I  o f fe r  b o th  s k e tc h e s  a s  p la u s ib le  
h is to r ic a l a c c o u n ts  o f  h o w  th e s e  r e l ig io n s  g e n e r a te d  c o n c e p ts  th a t  H e  w ith in  th e  s e m a n t ic  
f ie ld  o f  r a c e . I n  tr e a t in g  th e  s k e tc h e s  s id e  b y  s id e , I  h o p e  to  m a k e  c le a r  w h y  n e ith e r  o f  
th e s e  p a r t ic u la r  h is to r ie s  o n  th e ir  o w n , n o r  in d e e d  a n y  o th e r  n o  m a tte r  h o w  d e ta i le d , c a n  
s e r v e  a s  a  c r it ic a l h is to r y  o f  r a c e , u n le s s  i t  s im u lta n e o u s ly  r e c o g n iz e s  i t s  o w n  p r o v in c ia l is m  
a n d  it s  r e la t io n  to  o th e r  p o te n t ia l h is to r ie s .

T h e  A lm o h a d  m o v e m e n t (1 1 3 0 — 1 2 6 9 ) im p o s e d  a  d is t in c t iv e  v is io n  o f  I s la m  a c r o s s  
v a s t r e g io n s o f  I b e r ia  a n d  N o r th  A fr ic a . A lm o h a d  d e r iv e s  fr o m  A r a b ic  IHGFEDCBAal-Muwafifiidun  
( th o s e  p r o fe s s in g  th e  u n ic ity  o f  G o d ) . T h e  A lm o h a d s  c o n d u c te d  p u r g e s  o f  o th e r  I s la m ic  
s c h o o ls , a n d  m o s t im p o r ta n tly  fo r  o u r  p u r p o s e s , th e y  a ls o  c o n v e r te d , k i l le d  o r  e x p e lle d  
m a n y  J e w s a n d  C h r is tia n s in  th e  r e g io n s th a t c a m e u n d e r  th e ir  c o n tr o l . K e e p in g  o u r  
fo c u s  o n  J e w s , w e  le a r n  fr o m  c o n te m p o r a r ie s  s u c h  a s  A b r a h a m  ib n  E z r a  (d . 1 1 6 7 ) th a t 
e n t ir e  c o m m u n it ie s  w e r e  w ip e d  o u t th r o u g h  k il l in g  o r  c o n v e r s io n . T h e e v e n ts  le ft a  
p r o fo u n d  m a r k  o n  th e  fu tu r e  o f  J e w is h  id e a s  a b o u t  c o n v e r s io n . B o th  M o s e s  b e n  M a im o n  
(d . 1 2 0 4 ) -  M a im o n id e s  -  a n d  h is  fa th e r  w e r e  a m o n g  th e s e  fo r c e d  c o n v e r ts , a n d  th e ir  
w r it in g s  o n  th e  to p ic  b e c a m e  im p o r ta n t  s o u r c e s  fo r  la te r  J e w is h  th o u g h t.^

B u t it  is  th e  M u s lim  s id e  th a t in te r e s t s  u s  fo r  o u r  p r e s e n t  p u r p o s e s , fo r  th is  m ig r a t io n  
o f  a  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  c o n v e r ts  fr o m  J u d a is m  in to  I s la m  s e e m s  to  h a v e  c a ta ly z e d  th in k in g  
a b o u t lin e a g e in  W e s te r n  I s la m ic la n d s . T h e A lm o h a d  r u le r  A b u  Y u s u f a l-M a n § u r  
( r . 1 1 8 4 -9 8 )  a n d  h is  s u c c e s s o r  im p o s e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  d is t in c tio n s  a n d  d is c r im in a t io n s  u p o n  
d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  th e se  c o n v e r ts . R e g u la t io n s  c o m p e lle d  th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  to  w e a r  ‘d e g r a d in g  
a t tir e ’ , s u c h  a s  d is t in c t iv e  r o b e s , s k u ll  c a p s  r a th e r  th a n  tu r b a n s  (a n d  la te r , y e l lo w  tu r b a n s ) 
a n d  a  ‘d is t in g u is h in g  s ig n ’ . A c c o r d in g  to  th e d e s c r ip tio n  o f th e s e d is c r im in a t io n s  in  
a l-M a r r a k u s h fs c h r o n ic le o f 1 2 2 4 , th e r u le r s w e r e m o t iv a te d  b y  d o u b t a b o u t th e  
s in c e r ity  o f  th e  n e w  M u s lim s ’ b e l ie f :
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W e r e  I  s u r e  th a t th e y  w e r e  tr u e  M u s lim s , [ th e  C a lip h  A b u  Y u s u f ] w o u ld  s a y , I  w o u ld  
a llo w  th e m  to  m e r g e  w ith  th e  M u s lim s  th r o u g h  m a r r ia g e  o r  in  th e ir  o th e r  a f fa ir s . 
I f , h o w e v e r , I  w e r e  s u r e  th a t th e y  w e r e  I n f id e ls , I  w o u ld  h a v e  th e ir  m e n  s la in , th e ir  
c h ild r e n  e n s la v e d  a n d  th e ir  p r o p e r ty  c o n f isc a te d  a n d  d is tr ib u te d  a m o n g  th e  B e lie v e r s . 
B u t I  h a v e  d o u b ts  a b o u t  th e ir  c a s e .

( I b n Z ik r T 2 0 1 6 : 1 9 )®

W e  w il l a v o id  th e  te m p ta t io n  s o  o f te n  in d u lg e d  b y  h is to r ia n s to  h y p o th e s iz e  a b o u t th e  
s in c e r ity  o f  c o n v e r ts  o r  th e ir  d e s c e n d a n ts  a n d  fo c u s  in s te a d  o n  th e  d is c r im in a to r y  p r e s s u r e  
im p o s e d  u p o n  th e m  a n d  o n  th e  lo g ic  o f  l in e a g e  th a t  c a m e  to  ju s t ify  th a t d is c r im in a t io n . 
T h e  p h ilo s o p h e r  a n d  e x e g e te  J o s e p h  b e n  J u d a h  ib n  ‘A q m n  IHGFEDCBA[c. 1 1 5 0 -c . 1 2 2 0 ),  w h o  w r o te  
a r o u n d  th e  t im e  o f  A b u  Y u s u f’s  r u le  a n d  w a s  in  a l l l ik e l ih o o d  a  c o e r c e d  c o n v e r t  to  I s la m  
l ik e  M a im o n id e s , d e s c r ib e s  th is  p r e s s u r e  in  h is  Tibb al-nufus (H y g ie n e  o f  th e  S o u ls ) . H e  
d e p ic ts  a  s o c ie ty  in  w h ic h  ‘J e w is h n e s s ’ s e r v e d  M u s lim s  a s  a  t r a n s p o s a b le  s ig n  o f  d is h o n o u r  
o r  s t ig m a :

W h e n  [a  M u s lim ] w is h e s  to  e x a g g e r a te  a  s ta te  o f  s c o r n  o r  h u m ilia t io n  th a t  h a s  b e fa l le n  
h im  o r  h is  f e l lo w s , h e  e x c la im s ‘M y  s h a m e  w a s  l ik e  th a t o f  th e  J e w s . ’ S im ila r ly  i f  th e y  
s e e k  to  o f fe n d  a  n e ig h b o r , a f te r  h a v in g  e x h a u s te d  a ll o th e r  in s u lt s  . . . th e y  e x c la im : 
‘W h a t a  J e w !’ L ik e w is e  i f  th e y  w a n t to  c u r s e  s o m e o n e  . . . th e y  s a y : ‘M a y  A lla h  m a k e  
y o u  l ik e  th e m  a n d  c o u n t  y o u  a m o n g  th e ir  n u m b e r ! ’

(F e n to n  a n d  L it tm a n  2 0 1 6 : 5 3 )

‘J e w ’ h e r e  s e r v e s  a s  a n  in s u lt  b y  a n a lo g y , o n e  th a t  d is h o n o u r s  b y  e q u a tin g  a n y  M u s lim  to  
a  p e o p le  c o n s id e r e d  b a s e  a n d  a b je c t . I b n  ‘  A q n in  d e s c r ib e s  y e t  a n o th e r  J e w is h  s t ig m a , o n e  
a p p lie d  n o t  to  a l l  M u s lim s , b u t  o n ly  to  th o s e  d e s c e n d e d  fr o m  J e w is h  c o n v e r ts  to  I s la m , a  
s t ig m a  th a t d e p e n d s  n o t  o n  a n a lo g y  b u t  o n  l in e a g e :

T h e  m o r e  w e  o b e y  th e ir  in s tr u c t io n s  a n d  c o m p ly  w ith  th e ir  d o c tr in e s  a n d  fo r s a k e  o u r  
o w n , th e  m o r e  th e y  b u r d e n  o u r  y o k e  a n d  in c r e a se  o u r  t r a v a il . . .  T h e  p r o o f  c a n  b e  s e e n  
in  th e  a f f l ic t io n s  s u f fe r e d  b y  th e  a p o s ta te s  o f  o u r  la n d  . . . E v e n  th e  c o n v e r s io n  o f  th e ir  
fa th e r s  o r  g r a n d fa th e r s  a  c e n tu r y  a g o  h a s  b e e n  o f  n o  a d v a n ta g e  to  th e m .

(F e n to n  a n d  L it tm a n  2 0 1 6 :  5 1 )

N o t e v e n  in te r m a r r ia g e  c o u ld  e r a se  th e  s t ig m a . T h e  c h ild r e n  o f a n  ‘o ld ’ M u s lim  w ith  
a  fe m a le  J e w is h  c a p tiv e  o r  c o n v e r t ‘a r e  d e s p is e d  .. . s o  s p u r n e d  th a t e v e n  th e  m e a n e s t 
[M u s lim ] w il l  n o t  c o n tr a c t  a n  a l l ia n c e  w ith  th e m ’ (F e n to n  a n d  L it tm a n  2 0 1 6 :  5 3 ) .^  

A c c o r d in g  to  I b n  'A q n T n , a  c e n tu r y  o f  I s la m  c o u ld  n o t p u r g e  a  l in e a g e  d e s c e n d e d  
f r o m  c o n v e r ts  o f  it s  ‘J e w is h n e ss ’ . W ith  th e  b e n e fit o f  g r e a te r  h in d s ig h t, w e  c a n  a d d  
th a t h a lf  a  m il le n n iu m  w o u ld  n o t  s u f f ic e . I n  la n d s  th a t h a d  c o m e  u n d e r  A lm o h a d  r u le , 
e s p e c ia l ly  th e  M a g h r e b  (r o u g h ly  e q u iv a le n t to  m o d e r n  M o r o c c o ) , M u s lim s  b e lo n g in g  
to  l in e a g e s  d e s c e n d e d  fr o m  c o n v e r ts  fr o m  J u d a is m  c a m e to  b e  k n o w n  a s  muhajirun  
( e m ig r e s ) . T h e  A r a b ic  w o r d  h a d  b e e n  u s e d  p o s it iv e ly  in  th e  c o n te x t o f e a r ly  I s la m  
to  d e s c r ib e  th o s e  b e l ie v e r s  w h o  e m ig r a te d  fr o m  M e c c a  to  M e d in a  w ith  th e  P r o p h e t 
M u h a m m a d . I n  p a r ts o f  N o r th  A fr ic a , h o w e v e r , it  c a m e to  m e a n  th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  
c o n v e r ts  fr o m  J u d a is m  to  I s la m . (I n  F e z , m e m b e r s  o f  th e s e  l in e a g e s  w e r e  a ls o  k n o w n  
a s  bildj  [ I n d ig e n o u s ] .* )
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" W e c o u ld  fo l lo w  th e  h is to r y  o f  d is c r im in a tio n  a g a in s t  th e  ‘E m ig r e s ’ a c r o s s  d y n a s t ie s  -  
A lm o h a d , M a r in id  (1 2 4 4 -1 4 6 5 ) , S a a d ia n  (1 5 4 9 -1 6 5 9 ) , A la o u ite  (b . 1 6 6 6 ) -  a l l th e  w a y  
in to  th e  tw e n t ie th  c e n tu r y . T h a t  h is to r y  p r o d u c e d  a  g r e a t  d e b a te  b e tw e e n , o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , 
th o s e  w h o  a r g u e d  th a t  th e  I s la m ic  tr a d it io n  ju s t if ie d  a n d  e v e n  r e q u ir e d  th e  s t ig m a tiz a tio n  
a n d  s e g r e g a t io n  o f  th e  M u s lim  ‘E m ig r e s ’ fr o m  J u d a is m  b e c a u s e  o f  th e ir  l in e a g e , a n d  o n  
th e  o th e r , th o s e  w h o  a r g u e d  th a t th e  tr a d it io n  fo r b a d e  a n y  s u c h  d is c r im in a t io n s  a m o n g  
b e lie v e r s . T h e  d e b a te  le ft  it s  tr a c e s  in  m a n y  d if fe r e n t  r e g is te r s  o f  N o r th  A fr ic a n  c u ltu r e  
a n d  s o c ie ty : in  g e n e a lo g ie s , o f  c o u r s e , s h a p e d  a s  th e y  w e r e  b y  ta b o o s  o n  in te r m a r r ia g e ; 
b u t  a ls o  in  m y s tic is m  a n d  p o lit ic s ;  in  m a r k e t  r e g u la t io n s  a n d  Q u r ’a n  in te r p r e ta t io n .

G r e a t S u f i m a s te r s w e r e c a u g h t u p  in  th e q u e s t io n . W h e n  I b n  ‘A b b a d  a l-R u n d l 
(d . 1 3 9 0 ) p r o c la im e d  it b la s p h e m y  to  s a y  th a t th e  p r o p h e c y  o f  M o s e s  w a s  s u p e r io r  to  
th a t  o f  M u h a m m a d , h e  w a s  p r e s u m a b ly  a t ta c k in g  th e  ‘e m ig r e s ’ a n d  th e ir  d e fe n d e r s , w h o  
w e r e  s o m e t im e s  c a r ic a tu r e d  a s  u p h o ld in g  th e  la w  o f  M o s e s . H is  d is c ip le  M u h a m m a d  I b n  
a l-S a k k a k  (d . 1 4 1 5 ) fo l lo w e d  in  h is  m a s te r ’s  fo o ts te p s  w h e n  h e  d e c la r e d  th a t th e  c ity  o f  
F e z  p le a s e d  h im  b e c a u se  th e  IHGFEDCBAmuhajirm  w e r e  d e s p is e d  th e r e  (a l-R u n d l 1 9 8 6 : 5 3 -4 ;  2 0 0 5 :  
2 3 5 ^ 1 ) .^  M o r e  th a n  a  c e n tu r y  la te r , th e  M o r o c c a n  S u f i S ld T R id w a n  a l-J a n u w l (d . 1 5 8 3 )  
c o m p a r e d  h is  o w n  r itu a l s ta tu s to  c a r r io n  a n d  r e fu s e d  a n y  in v ita t io n  to  le a d  p r a y e r s , 
k n o w in g  th a t  h is  l in e a g e  w o u ld  p r o v e  a  s o u r c e  o f  c o n tr o v e r s y  s h o u ld  h e  a s s u m e  s u c h  a n  
h o n o u r e d  r o le .^ °

S T d T  R id w a n  is  a n  u n u s u a l f ig u r e , h is  fa th e r  a p p a r e n t ly  w a s  a  c o n v e r t  f r o m  C h r is t ia n ity  
a n d  h is  m o th e r  a  c o n v e r t  f r o m  J u d a is m . B u t  h e  w a s  ty p ic a l  in  th a t  a lth o u g h  h is  d e s c e n d a n c e  
f r o m  c o n v e r ts d id  n o t b a r  h im  fr o m  a  r e p u ta t io n  fo r  p ie ty , it d id  b a r  h im  fr o m  th e  
a c q u is it io n  a n d  p e r fo r m a n c e  o f in s t itu t io n a l p o w e r b a s e d  o n  th a t p ie ty . I n  th is  s e n s e , 
th e  d is c r im in a t io n s a g a in s t th e  ‘e m ig r e s ’ w e r e  d e e p ly  p o lit ic a l . I n  fa c t, in  th e  p o lit ic s  o f  
th e  M a g h r e b  a f te r  th e  A lm o h a d s , in s is t in g  o n  o n e ’s  fa m ily ’s  d is ta n c e fr o m  lin e a g e s  o f  
‘J e w is h ’ M u s lim s  b e c a m e  a  k e y  s tr a te g y  in  s tr u g g le s  fo r  p o w e r  a n d  p r iv i le g e .

P e r h a p s  n o w h e r e  is  th is  m o r e  e v id e n t th a n  in  th e  c la im s  to  p o w e r  o f  th e  shurafd' ( s in g . 
shanf) th a t e m e r g e d  w ith  in c r e a s in g  s tr id e n c y  b e g in n in g  in  th e  tw e lf th  c e n tu r y : th a t is , 
o f  l in e a g e s  th a t c la im e d  d ir e c t  d e s c e n t  fr o m  th e  fa m ily  o f  th e  P r o p h e t  M u h a m m a d , a n d  
w h o  a r g u e d  th a t b o th  p o lit ic a l a n d  p r o p h e tic  p o w e r  s h o u ld  b e  r e s tr ic te d  to  m e m b e r s  
o f  th e  P r o p h e t ’s  l in e a g e .^ ’ I n  p o s t -A lm o h a d  N o r th  A fr ic a , th e  p r iv i le g e s  o f  th e  shurafd' 
w e r e  o f te n  a r t ic u la te d  b y  a r g u in g  fo r  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  muhdjirun. O v e r  t im e  th e  tw o  
g r o u p s , shurafd' a n d  muhdjirun, d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  M u h a m m a d  a n d  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  J e w s , 
c a m e  to  s ta n d  in  s ta r k  a n t ith e s is . O n  th e  o n e  h a n d , th e  shurafd'  w e r e  ‘a  b lo o d  a r is to c r a c y  
. . .  th a t  im p lic it ly  -  a n d  s o m e t im e s  e x p lic it ly  -  c a r r ie d  w ith  it  th e  n o tio n  th a t  s o m e  o f  th e  
g if t s  o f  th e  P r o p h e t (a n d  e v e n  p r o p h e c y  it s e lf , a  m o s t  h e te r o d o x  b e l ie f )  w e r e  h e r e d ita r y ’ 
(G a r c fa -A r e n a l  2 0 1 2 : 1 6 2 ) . O n  th e  o th e r  s to o d  th e  muhdjirun, p r e s e n te d  b y  th e ir  c r it ic s  
a s a n  a n t i-p r o p h e t ic l in e a g e o f d e s c e n d a n ts  fr o m  J e w s , w h o s e  b lo o d  tr a n s m it te d  th e  
s p ir itu a l d is a b il i t ie s  h e a p e d  u p o n  th a t  p e o p le .

A s o n e  e x a m p le  o f  th is  p o lit ic s  o f  d is c r im in a t io n , c o n s id e r  th e  c e n tu r ie s o f  c o n fl ic t  
o v e r  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  M u s lim s d e s c e n d e d  fr o m  J e w s  c o u ld  s e l l g o o d s  in  th e  g r e a t m a r k e t 
o f  F e z , k n o w n  a s  th e  Q a y s a r T y a . D e s c e n d a n ts  o f  J e w is h  c o n v e r ts  w e r e  r e p e a te d ly  a n d  
v io le n t ly  e v ic te d  fr o m  a n d  r e a d m itte d  to  th is  p r im e  p r o p e r ty  fo r  c o m m e r c e  in  lu x u r y  
g o o d s . A c c o r d in g  to  th e ir  c r it ic s ,  th is  w a s  b e c a u se  th e y  p r e se r v e d  th e  d e c e itfu l , f r a u d u le n t  
b u s in e s s  p r a c tic e s  o f  th e ir  a n c e s to r s , a n d  c o u ld  n o t  b e  tr u s te d  to  s e l l to  ‘o ld ’ M u s lim s . 
T h e  d is c o v e r y  a t th e  m a r k e t s it e  in  1 4 3 7  o f  th e  to m b  o f  M u la y  I d r is  I I  (d . 8 2 8 ) ,’g r e a t - 

g r e a t -g r e a t -g r e a t -g r a n d s o n  o f  th e  P r o p h e t  M u h a m m a d , ‘fo u n d e r ’ o f  th e  I s la m ic  M a g h r e b  
a n d  g e n e a lo g ic a l  to u c h s to n e  o f  th e  shurafd', s h o u ld  b e  u n d e r s to o d  a s  i t s e lf  a  p r o d u c t  o f
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th a t  c o n fl ic t . T h e  ‘d is c o v e r y ’ c o n v e r te d  th e  m a r k e t  in to  a  s h r in e  to  th e  p o lit ic a l , r e l ig io u s  
a n d  e c o n o m ic  c la im s o f th e IHGFEDCBAshurafd\ a  m o n u m e n t th a t p e r fo r m e d  it s  tr u th  th r o u g h  
c o n d e m n a tio n  a n d  e x c lu s io n  o f  th e  muhajirun. L a te r  shurafa h is to r ia n s  w o u ld  e v e n  u s e  
th a t  e x c lu s io n  a s  a  b a r o m e te r  o f  th e  p ie ty  a n d  le g it im a c y  o f  p a s t  m o n a r c h s .* ^

T h is  d e b a te o v e r  th e  le g it im a c y  o f d is c r im in a tio n  w a s n o t o n e -s id e d . I n  1 6 4 1  th e  
s c h o la r  M a lja m m a d  b . A h m a d  M a y y a r a  (d . 1 6 6 2 )  c o l le c te d  s e v e n te e n  fa tw a s  a n d  s e v e r a l 
a d m in is tr a t iv e  d e c r e e s , a l l f r o m  th e  s ix te e n th  c e n tu r y , a n d  a l l c o n d e m n in g  th e  e x c lu s io n  
o f  ‘M u s lim s  o f  J e w is h  d e s c e n t ’ fr o m  th e  F e z  m a r k e t . H e  a ls o  p e n n e d  h is  o w n  c r it iq u e  o f  
th e  d is c r im in a to r y  m e a s u r e s  o f  h is  d a y . I f  th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  c o n v e r ts  a r e  to  b e  e x c lu d e d , 
w r ite s  M a y y a r a  (2 0 1 3 ),  th e n  n o  M u s lim  c o u ld  s h o p  in  th e  m a r k e t , fo r  a r e  n o t  a l l  M u s lim s  

d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  c o n v e r ts ? * ^

M a y y a r a  k n o w s th a t it is  o n ly  th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  c o n v e r ts  fr o m  J u d a is m  w h o  a r e  
ta r g e te d  (M a y y a r a  2 0 1 3 : 1 4 2 ) . Y e t  h e  d o e s  n o t  h e s ita te  to  w id e n  th e  is s u e  to  g e n e a lo g ie s  
m o r e  g e n e r a lly , p o in t in g  o u t  th a t  th e y  a n d  th e  c la im s  b a s e d  u p o n  th e m  a r e  o f te n  in v e n te d , 
a n d  th a t th is  a p p lie s  a s  m u c h  to  th e  shurafa’  a s  i t  d o e s  to  th e  muhajirun. M a y y a r a  e v e n  
s u g g e s t s  th a t th e  ‘o ld ’ M u s lim s  a t ta c k  th e  ‘n e w ’ M u s lim s s o  v ic io u s ly  b e c a u s e  th e y  a r e  
c o v e r in g  u p  a n x ie t ie s  a b o u t  th e ir  o v r a  l in e a g e . H e  p o in ts  o u t  th a t  m a n y  o f  th e  shurafa'  o f  
F e z  a r e  im m ig r a n ts  f r o m  I b e r ia , r e fu g e e s  fr o m  th e  c o l la p s e  o f  I s la m ic  A n d a lu c ia . P e r h a p s  
th e y  b o a s t  in  o r d e r  to  c o n c e a l th e  l ik e l ih o o d  th a t  th e ir  o w n  a n c e s to r s  w e r e  c o n v e r ts  fr o m  
C h r is t ia n ity ?  (1 4 3 -4 ) . I n  a n y  e v e n t , th e y  fo r g e t  th a t  th e  P r o p h e t  M u h a m m a d  d is a p p r o v e d  
o f  b o a s t fu ln e s s  a b o u t  o n e ’s  o r ig in s  (1 2 1 , 1 4 3 ,1 6 8 -7 0 ) .

M a y y ^ a  d r a w s r e p e a te d ly  o n  e a r ly  I s la m ic  tr a d it io n s  in  w h ic h  th e  P r o p h e t fo r b a d e  
a n y  d is c r im in a tio n  a g a in s t c o n v e r ts o n  o c c a s io n s w h e n  A r a b  M u s lim s a s s e r te d  th e  
p e r c e iv e d  in fe r io r ity  o f  P e r s ia n , J e w is h  a n d  A fr ic a n  c o n v e r ts . I n  th is  h e  w a s  fo l lo w in g  
th e  p r e v io u s s c h o la r s  w h o s e  fa tw a s  h e  c o l le c t s , s u c h  a s  I b n  H a r z u z  (d . 1 5 5 4 ) , w h o  h a d  
q u o te d  M u h a m m a d ’s  ‘F a r e w e ll A d d r e s s ’ ,  in  w h ic h  th e  P r o p h e t  w a s  s a id  to  h a v e  r e ite r a te d  
th a t a l l  M u s lim s a r e  b r o th e r s  a n d  th a t it  is  o n ly  in  p ie ty  th a t o n e  M u s lim  is  s u p e r io r  to  
a n o th e r . A fte r  c it in g  th is  a n d  o th e r  Q u r a n ic  v e r s e s  a n d  h a d ith s  a b o u t a l l  c o n v e r ts  b e in g  
e q u a l e x c e p t in  th e  d e g r e e  o f  th e ir  p ie ty ,  I b n  I J a r z u z  h a d  g o n e  s o  fa r  a s  to  s in g le  o u t  th e  
v ir tu e s  o f  th e  J e w is h  c o n v e r ts  in  F e z , ‘w h o  h a s te n  to  d o  G o d ’s  w il l ’ (M a y y a r a  2 0 1 3 :  
1 0 6 -7 ) .'^

M a y y a r a  d o e s  n o t s in g le  o u t th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  J e w s  fo r  p r a is e . H e  d o e s , h o w e v e r , 
in s is t  that to x h e  e x te n t th a t th e  P r o p h e t ’s  d e s c e n d a n ts , th e  shurafa ’,  fo r g e t  th a t  i t  is  o n ly  
in  p ie ty  th a t M u s lim s a r e  s u p e r io r  to  o n e  a n o th e r , th e y  fa l l in to  b la s p h e m y  a n d  w il l b e  
p u n is h e d  fo r  it  in  th e  a f te r l i fe , fo r  G o d  c a r e s m o r e  a b o u t g o o d  b e h a v io u r  th a n  fa m ily  
t ie s  to  M u h a m m a d  (M a y y a r a  2 0 1 3 : 1 3 2 ) . N o r  c a n  c u s to m  o r  lo n g  tr a d it io n  s u f f ic e  to  
ju s t ify  th e  shurafa' in  th e ir  d is c r im in a t io n . O n  th e  c o n tr a r y , s a y s  M a y y a r a , le g it im a t io n s 
s e lf - in te r e s te d ly  b a s e d  o n  tr a d it io n  a r e n o  d if fe r e n t th a n  th e a r g u m e n ts  o f th e  J e w s , 
w h o  s a y  th e y  a r e  fo l lo w in g  th e ir  r a b b is  a n d  fo r e fa th e r s  in  d e n y in g  th e  p r o p h e th o o d  o f  
M u h a m m a d . T h e  tw is t  is  c le v e r : n o w  it  is  th e  shurafa ’ w h o  a r e  a c t in g  l ik e  J e w s  (1 6 1 ) .

N o t s u r p r is in g ly , th e tr a d it io n s o f d is c r im in a t io n  c o n t in u e d  to  f lo u r is h  d e s p ite  
M a y y a r a ’s  e ffo r t s .  A lm o s t  a  c e n tu r y  la te r ,  a n o th e r  le a r n e d  in h a b ita n t  o f  F e z  a n d  d e s c e n d a n t  
o f  J e w is h  c o n v e r ts , M a h a m m a d  I b n  Z ik r T  (d . 1 7 3 1 ) , d ir e c te d  y e t  a n o th e r  tr e a t is e  a g a in s t 
th o s e  tr a d it io n s  ( I b n  Z ik r T  2 0 1 6 ) .  A Sip of Honey on the Eminence of Israelites and Arabs -  
th e  t it le  is  p r o b a b ly  n o t th e  a u th o r ’s (I b n  Z ik r T  2 0 1 6 : 7 7 -8 ) -  is  le s s  c o n c e r n e d  w ith  
d is c r im in a tio n  in  c o m m e r c e  a n d  m o r e  w ith  th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  M u s lim s o f  J e w is h  d e s c e n t  
f r o m  o f f ic ia l s c h o la r ly  p o s it io n s  a n d  th e  r e fi is a l o f  ‘o ld *  M u s lim s  to  m a r r y  in to  ‘n e w ’ 
M u s lim  fa m il ie s . L ik e  M a y y a r a  a n d  m a n y  a u th o r s  b e fo r e  h im , I b n  Z ik r T  d r a w s  h e a v ily  o n
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a n  e g a lita r ia n  s tr a n d  o f  I s la m  th a t  s tr e s s e s  th e  e q u a lity  o f  a l l  b e l ie v e r s  b e fo r e  G o d . U n lik e  
M a y y a r a , w h o  h a d  ta k e n  a im  a t g e n e a lo g ic a l p r e te n s io n s  g e n e r a lly , I b n  Z ik r T  to o k  th e  
v e r y  d if fe r e n t a p p r o a c h  o f  s e e k in g  to  d e s t ig m a tiz e  J e w is h  l in e a g e  b y  e n n o b lin g  it . A r e  
n o t  th e  J e w s  d e s c e n d e d  fr o m  p r o p h e ts ?  I b n  Z ik r T  d e p lo y s  c la s s ic a l h a d ith , a s  w e ll a s  la te r  

c o m m e n ta r ie s  ( s u c h  a s  I b n  T a y m iy a ’s ) , in  o r d e r  to  g r a n t th a t th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  I s m a e l 
a r e  th e  b e s t  o f  A b r a h a m ’s  l in e , b u t  c la im  s im u lta n e o u s ly  th a t  I s a a c ’s  d e s c e n d a n ts  -  th a t  is , 
th e  B a n u  I s r a ’T l -  a r e  th e  b e s t  a m o n g  th e  n o n -A r a b s  b e c a u se  a s  a  p e o p le  th e y  w e r e  g iv e n  
b o th  p r o p h e th o o d  a n d  th e  r e v e la t io n  o f  s c r ip tu r e . M u s lim s  o f  J e w is h  d e s c e n t th e r e fo r e  
c o m b in e  in  th e ir  p e r s o n  n o t o n ly  th e  tr u th s  o f  I s la m  b u t a ls o  th e  p r o p h e tic  l in e a g e  o f  
I s r a e l , a n d  s h o u ld  b e  h o n o u r e d  r a th e r  th a n  s c o r n e d .'^

T h a n k s  to  a n  a n o n y m o u s  c o m m e n ta to r  o n  I b n  Z ik r fs  tr e a t is e , w e  k n o w  s o m e th in g  o f  
th e  o u tr a g e  th a t th is  a r g u m e n t a b o u t th e  n o b il i ty  o f  I s r a e l ite  l in e a g e  c o u ld  p r o d u c e . I n  

a n y  e v e n t , n e ith e r  th e  a r g u m e n t  n o r  o p p o s it io n  to  i t  w a s  n e w . W e  h a v e  a lr e a d y  p r o v id e d  
a  fo u r te e n th -c e n tu r y  e x a m p le  o f  th e  la t te r , in  th e  S u f i m a s te r  I b n  'A b b a d  a l-R u n d T . A s  
fo r  th e  a r g u m e n t th a t I s r a e l it e  l in e a g e  e r m o b le s , it  c o u ld  b e  a t tr ib u te d  to  th e  P r o p h e t 
h im s e lf . O n e  o f  M u h a m m a d ’s  e a r ly  b io g r a p h e r s  w r o te  th a t  a f te r  th e  P r o p h e t  c o n q u e r e d  
K h a y b a r , h e  ‘le ft  m a r r ie d  to  th e  d a u g h te r  o f  th e ir  k in g ’ ( I b n  I s lja q  a n d  I b n  H is h a m  1 9 5 5 :  
5 2 0 ) .  T h e  b r id e , § a fT y a , c o n v e r te d  to  I s la m  a f te r  h e r  c a p tu r e  in  th e  c o n q u e s t  o f  th e  J e w is h  
fo r t if ic a tio n s  o f  K h a y b a r  in  6 2 9 . A n  I s la m ic  tr a d it io n  r e c o u n ts  th a t o n e  d a y  M u h a m m a d  
fo u n d  h is  n e w  w ife  w e e p in g  b it te r ly . W h e n  h e  a s k e d  h e r  w h y  s h e  w e p t , s h e  r e p lie d , * I 
h e a r d  ‘A ’y s h a  a n d  I J a f§ a  je e r in g  a t m e  s a y in g , “ W e  a r e  s u p e r io r  to  $ a fT y a  fo r , n o t  o n ly  
a r e  w e  th e  p r o p h e t ’s  w iv e s ,  w e  a r e  a ls o  h is  c o u s in s !” ’ M u h a m m a d ’s  r e p ly  w a s  v a r io u s ly  
r e p o r te d , w ith  th e  m o s t  w id e s p r e a d  v e r s io n  h a v in g  h im  e x c la im , ‘W h y  d id  y o u  n o t  r e p ly  
to  th e m  s a y in g , “ H o w  c a n  y o u  b e  n o b le r  th a n  I  w h o s e  fa th e r  is  A a r o n , w h o s e  u n c le  is  
M o s e s  a n d  w h o s e  s p o u s e  is  M u h a m m a d ? ” ’ ( I b n  ‘A b d  R a b b ih  1 9 8 2 : 6 .1 2 8 ) . I b n  Z ik r T , 
M a y y S r a  a n d  m a n y  w r ite r s  b e fo r e  th e m  d r a w  o n  s to r ie s  s u c h  a s  th e s e  a b o u t  M u h a m m a d ’s 
m a r r ia g e  to  $ a fT y a  to  a r g u e  th a t th e  P r o p h e t  d id  n o t d is c r im in a te  a g a in s t  c o n v e r ts  fr o m  
J u d a is m .'*

T h is  q u ic k  s k e tc h  o f  m o r e  th a n  h a lf a  m il le n n iu m  o f d e b a te  a b o u t th e  d e b a s e m e n t 
t r a n s m it te d  th r o u g h  th e lin e a g e s o f th e IHGFEDCBAmuhajiruTiy a n d  a b o u t th e s p e c ia l c la im s to  
p r o p h e c y  a n d  a u th o r ity  tr a n s m it te d  th r o u g h  lin e a g e o f th e  shurafa’, m a y  s u f fic e  to  
a llo w  a  p r o v is io n a l  a n d  g e n e r a l c o n c lu s io n . A c r o s s  th e s e  e ig h t  h u n d r e d  o r  s o  y e a r s , f r o m  
th e  tw e lf th  c e n tu r y  to  th e  tw e n t ie th , b io c u ltu r a l d is c o u r s e s  a b o u t ‘J e w is h ’ l in e a g e s  d id  
im p o r ta n t w o r k  w ith in  th e  N o r th  A fr ic a n  I s la m ic  c o m m u n ity . T h e y  p r o v id e d  it w ith  
p o w e r fu l to o ls  o f  inter-Muslim d is c r im in a t io n , e x c lu s io n  a n d  h ie r a r c h a liz a t io n  th a t w e  
m a y , fo r  c e r ta in  p u r p o s e s  a n d  q u e s t io n s , u s e fu lly  u n d e r s ta n d  a s  a n a lo g o u s  to  r a c e  a n d  
r a c is m .

N o w  le t  u s  c r o s s  th e  S tr a its  o f  G ib r a lta r , w h o s e  s c a n t 7 .7  n a u tic a l m ile s  o f  s a lt  w a te r  
m a r k  a  n o w  m ille n n ia l r e l ig io u s , c u ltu r a l a n d  p o lit ic a l d iv id e , a n d  fo c u s  o n  a n  I b e r ia n  
P e n in s u la  u n d e r C h r is t ia n  r u le . I b e r ia n  h is to r y  h a s lo n g  s e r v e d  a s a  fo c a l p o in t fo r  
a r g u m e n ts  a b o u t p r e -m o d e r n  r a c e  b e c a u s e , a s  is  w e ll  k n o w n , th e  p e n in s u la r  k in g d o m s  
w e r e  a m o n g  th e  m o s t r e l ig io u s ly  d iv e r s e  in  m e d ie v a l W e s te r n  E u r o p e . B y  th e  e n d  o f  
th e  th ir te e n th  c e n tu r y , th e  p e n in su la  w a s  la r g e ly  r u le d  b y  C h r is t ia n  s o v e r e ig n s  (e v e n  th e  
M u s lim  r u le r s  o f  G r a n a d a  w e r e  o f fic ia l ly  v a s s a ls  o f  C h r is t ia n  k in g s ) , b u t it s  k in g d o m s  
s t i l l r e ta in e d  la r g e  p o p u la t io n s  o f  M u s lim s  a n d  J e w s . I n  th e  la te  fo u r te e n th  a n d  f if t e e n th  
c e n tu r ie s , th o s e  la n d s  u n d e r w e n t m a s s iv e  a t te m p ts  to  e l im in a te  th a t r e l ig io u s d iv e r s ity  
th r o u g h  m a s sa c r e , s e g r e g a t io n , c o n v e r s io n , I n q u is it io n  a n d  e x p u ls io n . I n  o n e  s e n s e  th e s e  
e f fo r t s  to w a r d s  h o m o g e n e ity  w e r e  s u c c e s s fu l . O v e r  th e  c o u r s e  o f  th e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  th a t
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S tr e tc h e d  fr o m  th e  m a s s a c r e  a n d  fo r c e d  c o n v e r s io n  o f  J e w s in  1 3 9 1  to  th e  e x p u ls io n  o f  
a ll  J e w s  fr o m  th e  k in g d o m s  o f  C a s t i le  a n d  A r a g o n  in  1 4 9 2  a n d  fr o m  P o r tu g a l in  1 4 9 6 -7 , 
v ir tu a lly  a l l  th e  J e w s  o f  th e  p e n in s u la  w e r e  e ith e r  c o n v e r te d  o r  e x p e lle d . (T h e  c o n v e r s io n  
a n d  e x p u ls io n  o f  th e  p e n in s u la ’s  M u s lim s  w o u ld  fo l lo w  a  r e la te d  b u t d if fe r e n t  a n d  la te r  

c h r o n o lo g y .)

T h e c o n v e r s io n  o f a  la r g e n u m b e r o f p e o p le  w h o m  C h r is t ia n s h a d  p e r c e iv e d  a s  
p r o fo u n d ly  d if fe r e n t d id  n o t a b o lis h  th e  o ld  b o u n d a r ie s  a n d  s y s te m s  o f  d is c r im in a t io n  
b u t  r a th e r  t r a n s fo r m e d  th e m . T h e  m ig r a t io n  o f  t e n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  J e w s  in to  C h r is t ia n ity  
p r o v e d  to  b e  a  p o w e r fu l c a ta ly s t o f  th o u g h t a b o u t th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  g e n e a lo g y  
a n d  r e l ig io n  in  m o d e r n ity : a  r e v o lu tio n  in  b o th  C h r is t ia n  a n d  J e w is h  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  
th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  f le s h  a n d  s p ir it .* ^  I t  p r o d u c e d  a n  e n o r m o u s  d e b a te  a b o u t th e  
r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  f le s h ly  l in e a g e  a n d  s p ir itu a l a t tr ib u te s , a s  w e ll a s  n e w  in s t itu t io n s  
( s u c h  a s  th e  I n q u is it io n )  a n d  q u a lif ic a tio n s  fo r  p o w e r  ( s u c h  a s  ‘p u r ity  o f  b lo o d ’) , a l l  d e v is e d  
to  d is c r im in a te  b e tw e e n  C h r is t ia n s  d e s c e n d e d  fr o m  J e w is h  c o n v e r ts  IHGFEDCBA{Cristianos nuevos, 
confesses, converses, marranos) a n d  th o s e  w h o  w e r e  ‘o ld  C h r is t ia n s ’ , ‘c le a n  C h r is t ia n s ’, 
‘C h r is t ia n s  b y  n a tu r e ’ {Cristianos viejos, limpios, de natura).

T h a t  th e  id e o lo g ic a l u n d e r p in n in g  o f  th e s e  n e w  d is c r im in a t io n s  c la im e d  e x p lic it ly  to  
b e  r o o te d  in  n a tu r a l r e a l it ie s  is  e v id e n t in  w h a t  c a m e  to  b e  c a l le d  th e  d o c tr in e  o f  limpieza 
de sangre. A c c o r d in g  to  th is  d o c tr in e , J e w is h  (a n d  la te r  M u s lim ) b lo o d  s w a s in fe r io r  to  
C h r is t ia n . T h e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  a n y  a m o u n t o f  s u c h  b lo o d  m a d e  o n e  l ia b le  to  h e r e s y  a n d  
m o r a l c o r r u p t io n ;  th e r e fo r e , a n y  d e s c e n d a n t  o f  J e w s (a n d  la te r  M u s lim s ), n o  m a tte r  h o w  
d is ta n t , s h o u ld  b e  b a r r e d  fr o m  c h u r c h  a n d  s e c u la r  o f f ic e , f r o m  a n y  n u m b e r  o f  g u ild s  a n d  
p r o fe s s io n s , a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  fr o m  m a r r y in g  O ld  C h r is t ia n s .

I t  is  p r e c is e ly  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th is  t im e , p la c e  a n d  p r o b le m  th a t th e  R o m a n c e  w o r d  
raza, w h e n c e  o u r  E n g lis h  te r m  race, m ig r a te d  fr o m  th e  v o c a b u la r y  o f  h o r s e  b r e e d in g  to  th a t 
o f  h u m a n  r e p r o d u c tio n , w h e r e  it  w a s  a p p lie d  to .  th o s e  C h r is t ia n s  w h o s e  l in e a g e  c a r r ie d  
ta in t o f  J u d a is m  (a n d  e v e n tu a lly , o f  I s la m ) .'*  B y  1 6 1 1 , w h e n  S e b a s t ia n  d e  C o v a r r u b ia s  
p u b lis h e d  h is  fa m o u s  d ic t io n a r y , th e  a m b iv a le n c e  o f  th e  w o r d  raza w a s  lo n g  e s ta b lis h e d : 
‘th e  c a s te  o f  p u r e b r e d  h o r s e s ,  w h ic h  a r e  m a r k e d  b y  a  b r a n d  s o  th a t  th e y  c a n  b e  r e c o g n iz e d  
. . . R a c e  in  [h u m a n ] l in e a g e s  is  m e a n t  n e g a t iv e ly , a s  in  h a v in g  s o m e  r a c e  o f  M o o r  o r  J e w *  
(C o v a r r u b ia s  1 6 1 1 : s .v . ‘r a z a ’) .'®

T h e  w o r d  s e e m s  to  h a v e  c o m e  in to  b r o a d  u s a g e  a s  a  t e r m  in  th e  a n im a l a n d  th e  h u m a n  
s c ie n c e s  m o r e o r  le s s  s im u lta n e o u s ly . T h e  e a r l ie s t u s e  I k n o w  o f in  C a s ti l ia n , fr o m  a  
t r a n s la t io n  o f  a  L a t in  v e te r in a r y  m a n u a l m a d e  in  th e  la te  th ir te e n th  o r  e a r ly  fo u r te e n th  
c e n tu r y , u s e s  th e  te r m  to  r e fe r  to  a n  e q u in e  h o o f  d is e a s e . I n  th e  w o r ld  o f  h o r s e  b r e e d in g  
i t  c a m e to  m e a n  s o m e th in g  lik e  ‘p e d ig r e e ’ b y  th e  f ir s t q u a r te r  o f  th e  f if t e e n th  c e n tu r y  
(B o r g o g n o n i 1 9 9 9 ) .^ °  T h u s M a n u e l D ie s ’s p o p u la r  m a n u a l o n  e q u in e  c a r e (c . 1 4 3 0 )  
a d m o n ish e d  b r e e d e r s  to  b e  c a r e fu l in  th e ir  s e le c t io n  o f  s to c k :

F o r  th e r e  is  n o  a n im a l th a t  s o  r e se m b le s  o r  ta k e s  a f te r  th e  fa th e r  in  v ir tu e s  a n d  b e a u t ie s , 
n o r  in  s iz e , o r  c o a t , a n d  s im ila r ly  fo r  th e ir  c o n tr a r ie s . S o  th a t  i t  is  a d v is e d  th a t  h e  w h o  
w is h e s  to  h a v e  g o o d  r a c e  a n d  c a s te  o f  h o r s e s  th a t a b o v e  a l l h e  s e e k  o u t th e  h o r s e  o r  
s ta l lio n  th a t  h e  b e  g o o d  a n d  b e a u tifu l a n d  o f  g o o d  c o a t,  a n d  th e  m a r e  th a t  s h e  b e  la r g e  
a n d  w e ll fo r m e d  a n d  o f  g o o d  c o a t .

(D ie s  1 4 2 4 -3 6 :  1 .1 )^ '

A t m o r e  o r  le s s  th e  s a m e  t im e , in  C a s t i l ia n  p o e tr y  raza e m e r g e d  a s  a  w a y  o f  d e s c r ib in g  a  
v a r ie ty  o f  d e fe c t s  l in k e d  to  p o e t ic  s p e e c h , to  s e x u a lity , a n d  e s p e c ia l ly  to  J u d a is m . B y  1 4 7 0
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th e  w o r d  IHGFEDCBArace w a s  s o  c o m m o n  in  p o e tr y  th a t it  w a s  in c lu d e d , a lo n g  w ith  o th e r  u s e fu l 
w o r d s  s u c h  a s  marrano (a  w o r d  th a t  m e a n t  p ig  a n d  d e s c e n d a n t o f  c o n v e r ts  f r o m  J u d a is m ), 
in  h a n d b o o k s  o f  r h y m e s  fo r  p o e ts .^ ^

A s  th e  d e fe c t s  e n c o d e d  in  raza b e c a m e  m o r e  ‘J e w is h ’ , th e y  w e r e  e n r ic h e d  w ith  m e a n in g s  
d r a w n  fr o m  th e  m o r e  a g r ic u ltu r a l c o r n e r s  o f  th e  w o r d ’s  s e m a n t ic  f ie ld . A lfo n s o  M a r t in e z  
d e  T o le d o , w r it in g  a r o u n d  1 4 3 8  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a n  e v o lv in g  c o n f l ic t  o v e r  converso o f f ic e 

h o ld in g  in  th e  C a s ti l ia n  c ity  o f  T o le d o , p r o v id e s  a  c le a r  e x a m p le  o f  th e  d e v e lo p in g  lo g ic . 
Y o u  c a n  a lw a y s  te l l a  p e r s o n ’s  r o o ts , h e  e x p la in s , fo r  th o s e  w h o  d e s c e n d  fr o m  g o o d  s to c k  
a r e  in c a p a b le  o f  d e v ia t in g  fr o m  it , w h e r e a s  th o s e  o f b a s e  s to c k  c a n n o t tr a n s c e n d  th e ir  
o r ig in s , r e g a r d le s s  o f  w h a te v e r  m o n e y , w e a lth  o r  p o w e r  th e y  m a y  o b ta in . T h e  r e a s o n s  fo r  
th is , h e  a s s e r ts , a r e  n a tu r a l: ‘N a tu r e  p r o c u r e s  th is . ’

T h u s  y o u  w il l s e e  e v e r y  d a y  in  th e  p la c e s  w h e r e  y o u  l iv e , th a t th e  g o o d  m a n  o f  g o o d  
ra^a  a lw a y s  r e tu r n s  to  h is  o r ig in s , w h e r e a s  th e  m is e r a b le  m a n , o f  b a d  raga o r  l in e a g e , 
n o  m a tte r  h o w  p o w e r fu l  o r  h o w  r ic h , w il l a lw a y s  r e tu r n  to  th e  v i l la in y  fr o m  w h ic h  h e  
d e s c e n d s  . . . T h a t  is  w h y  w h e n  s u c h  m e n  o r  w o m e n  h a v e  p o w e r  th e y  d o  n o t  u s e  it  a s  
th e y  s h o u ld .

(M a r t fn e z  d e  T o le d o  1 9 9 2 : 1 0 8 -9 )

I n  th e s e  e a r ly  a p p lic a tio n s  o f  raza to  th e  p o lit ic a l f i tn e s s  o f  h u m a n s , th e  w o r d  is  a lr e a d y  
s a tu r a te d  w ith  c o n te m p o r a r y  ‘c o m m o n  s e n s e ’ k n o w le d g e  a b o u t  th e  r e p r o d u c t iv e  s y s te m s  
o f  th e  n a tu r a l w o r ld .“

T h e  a p p lic a t io n  o f  th e  w o r d  to  h u m a n  l in e a g e s  c o in c id e s  p e r fe a ly  w ith  e f fo r t s  to  b a r  
c o n v e r ts  fr o m  J u d a is m  a n d  th e ir  d e s c e n d a n ts  fr o m  p o w e r . I n  1 4 3 3  Q u e e n  M a r fa  r u le d  
o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  c o n v e r ts  o f  B a r c e lo n a  th a t n o  le g a l d is t in c t io n  s h o u ld  b e  m a d e  b e tw e e n  
‘n a tu r a l ’ C h r is t ia n s , o n  th e  o n e  h a n d , a n d  n e o p h y te s  a n d  th e ir  d e s c e n d a n ts , o n  th e  o th e r  
(C o le g io  N o ta r ia l d e  B a r c e lo n a  1 9 6 5 :  A r c h iv e  o f  th e  C r o w n  o f  A r a g o n , C h a n c e r y  r e g is te r  
3 1 2 4 , 1 5 7 r -v ) .^ ^  T h e  fo l lo w in g  y e a r  th e  e c u m e n ic a l C o u n c il o f  B a s e l in c lu d e d  a m o n g  it s  
m a n y  c o n c il ia r  d e c r e e s  a  p r o h ib it io n  o n  s u c h  d is c r im in a tio n , ‘s in c e  [ th e  c o n v e r ts ]  b e c a m e  
b y  th e  g r a c e  o f  b a p t is m  fe l lo w  c it iz e n s  o f  th e  s a in ts  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  h o u s e  o f  G o d , 
a n d  s in c e  r e g e n e r a tio n  o f  th e  s p ir it  is  m u c h  m o r e  im p o r ta n t  th a n  b ir th  in  th e  f le s h ’ (M a n s i 
[1 7 5 9 ] 1 9 6 1 : 2 9 .1 0 0 ) . I t  is  b e c a u s e  m a n y  w e r e  m a k in g  p r e c is e ly  th o s e  d is t in c t io n s  th a t 
th e  h ig h e s t  a u th o r it ie s  o f  C h u r c h  a n d  k in g d o m  fo u n d  it  n e c e s s a r y  to  is s u e  s u c h  d e c r e e s .^ ^  

B y 1 4 4 9  th e lo g ic  o f  d is c r im in a tio n  w a s p o w e r fu l e n o u g h  to  a n im a te  a  c iv i l w a r . 
W h e n  th e  c ity  o f  T o le d o  jo in e d  o th e r s  in  r e v o lt  a g a in s t th e  m o n a r c h y , it  c la im e d  th a t 
th e  r e b e ll io n  w a s a  d e fe n s iv e  a c t a g a in s t th e in iq u it ie s o f  converso o f f ic e h o ld e r s . T h e  
r e b e ls  a n d  th e ir  s y m p a th iz e r s  c la im e d  th a t  ‘b a p t is e d  J e w s  a n d  th o s e  p r o c e e d in g  f r o m  th e ir  
d a m a g e d  l in e ’ w e r e  w a g in g  a n  im p la c a b le  w a r  a g a in s t C h r is t ia n ity  a n d  s e e k in g  p o w e r  
p a r t ly  in  o r d e r  to  s ta in  th e  ‘c le a n  b lo o d ’ o f  ‘o ld ’ C h r is t ia n s  th r o u g h  in te r m a r r ia g e  (B e n ito  
R u a n o  [1 9 5 7 ] 1 9 7 6 : 1 0 3 , 1 1 1 , 1 1 8 ) . H e n c e  th e  T o le d a n s  is s u e d  a  Sentencia-Estatuto 
b a n n in g  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  c o n v e r ts  fr o m  h o ld in g  p u b lic  o f f ic e  fo r  a t  le a s t  fo u r  g e n e r a t io n s . 
T h is  w a s th e f ir s t o f th e  C a s t i l ia n  s ta tu te s o f ‘p u r ity  o f b lo o d ’ th a t w o u ld  s h a p e  th e  
r e p r o d u c t iv e  im a g in a t io n  n o t  o n ly  o f  th e  I b e r ia n  P e n in s u la  b u t a ls o  o f  m u c h  o f  th e  N e w  
W o r ld  fo r  th e  n e x t  f iv e  h u n d r e d  y e a r s .^ ®

T h e s e  c la im s  d id  n o t g o  u n a n s w e r e d . T h e  te x ts  p r o d u c e d  b y  th e  d e fe n d e r s  o f  th e  
converses ~ im p o r ta n t c h u r c h m e n , s u c h  a s  A lo n so  d e  C a r ta g e n a , J u a n  d e  T o r q u e m a d a  
a n d  L o p e  d e  B a r r ie n to s , a s  w e ll a s  r o y a l o f f ic ia ls , fo r  in s ta n c e  F e r n a n  D ia z  d e  T o le d o  -  
c o n s t itu te a  c o r p u s o f p o w e r fu l a r g u m e n ts a g a in s t d is c r im in a tio n s o f fa ith  a m o n g s t
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C h r is t ia n s  o n  th e  b a s is  o f  d e s c e n t , m u c h  l ik e  th e  w o r k s  o f  M a y y a r a , I b n  Z ik r T a n d  o th e r s  
in  I s la m ic  N o r th  A fr ic a . T h e  a r g u m e n ts  a r e  o f te n  s tr ik in g ly  s im ila r . L ik e  th e ir  M u s lim  
c o u n te r p a r ts , th e se  a u th o r s  c o m b e d  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  te x t s  in  o r d e r  to  d e m o n s tr a te  th a t  th e  
d is c r im in a t io n s  w e r e  u n -C h r is t ia n  a n d  h e r e t ic a l .  A n d  l ik e  th e ir  M u s lim  c o u n te r p a r ts ,  th e y  
s o m e t im e s  fo u n d  th e m s e lv e s  p r o p o s in g  th e ir  o w n  lo g ic  o f  l in e a g e  in  o r d e r  to  p r e s e r v e  th e  
p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  p o l it ic a l a n d  r e l ig io u s  p o w e r  fo r  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  c o n v e r ts .

C ir c a  1 4 4 1 , fo r  e x a m p le , a s  th e  c la im  th a t  IHGFEDCBAraza b a r r e d  conversos f r o m  n o b il i ty  g a in e d  
s tr e n g th , th e  g r e a t C a s ti l ia n  e x p e r t o n  c h iv a lr y  D ie g o  d e  V a le r a  s u g g e s te d  th a t d e s c e n t 
f r o m  th e  ‘c h o s e n  p e o p le ’ e n n o b le d  r a th e r  th a n  d e b a s e d  th e  ‘N e w  C h r is t ia n s ’ (V a le r a  
1 9 5 9 : 1 0 2 -3 ) . I n  1 4 4 9 , r e s p o n d in g  d ir e c tly ^  to  th e  T o le d a n  r e b e ls  in  h is  Defense of the 
Unity of Christendom  ̂B is h o p  A lo n so  d e  C a r ta g e n a  d id  n o t  e n t ir e ly  r e je c t  h is  o p p o n e n ts ’ 
th e s e s  a b o u t th e  b io lo g ic a l r e p r o d u c t io n  o f  c u ltu r e . H e  a r g u e d  in s te a d  fo r  a  d if fe r e n t  
s ta r t in g  p o in t . T r u e ,  J e w s  a r e  r u in o u s  a n d  c o w a r d ly , b u t  th is  is  b e c a u se  th e y  w e r e  e n s la v e d  
in  u n b e lie f a f te r  th e  c o m in g  o f  C h r is t . T h e  O ld  T e s ta m e n t h a d  fa m o u s ly  c h r o n ic le d  th e  
c o u r a g e  o f  th e  a n c ie n t I s r a e l it e s :

A s  A r is to tle  w o u ld  h a v e  it , a m o n g  d is p o s it io n s  to w a r d  v ir tu e  n o n e  is  m o r e d e r iv e d  
a m o n g  d e s c e n d a n ts  th r o u g h  p r o p a g a t io n  o f  th e  b lo o d  th a n  th e  d is p o s it io n  th a t te n d s  
to w a r d  fo r t itu d e  . . . T h e r e fo r e  s in c e , c o n s id e r in g  th e ir  s m a ll n u m b e r , p r o p o r t io n a lly  
m o r e fr o m  a m o n g  th e se  [d e s c e n d a n ts o f  J e w s ] r is e  to  in v e s t itu r e  in  th e  o r d e r s o f  
k n ig h th o o d , th a n  fr o m  a m o n g  th o s e  w h o  d e s c e n d  fr o m  s o m e  r u s tic  fa m ily  o f  ig n o b le  
c o m m o n e r s  . . .  i t  fo l lo 'w s  th a t  w e  s h o u ld  p r e s u m e  th a t th e  n o b il i ty  th a t  s o m e  o f  th e m  
h a d  in  a n c ie n t t im e s , l ie s  la te n t  e n c lo s e d  w ith in  th e ir  b r e a s ts .

(C a r ta g e n a  1 9 4 3 ; 2 1 7 )

O n c e  b a p t iz e d , th e  fo r t itu d e  e n c o d e d  in  a n c ie n t  J e w is h  b lo o d  w o u ld  b e  fr e e  to  s h in e  o n c e  
m o r e , l ik e  a  b r ig h t l ig h t  w h o s e  c o n c e a lin g  b u s h e l b a s k e t  is  r e m o v e d .^ ^

I t  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  s u r p r is in g  th a t s u c h  pro-converso a r g u m e n ts  s h a r e  a  lo g ic  o f  l in e a g e  
w ith  th e d is c r im in a t io n s a g a in s t w h ic h  th e y  t i l t , s in c e th e y  a r e a  r e a c tio n  to  n e w  
m a p p in g s  o f  r e p r o d u c t iv e  lo g ic  f r o m  th e  s p h e r e  o f  n o b il i ty  o n to  th a t  o f  r e l ig io n . A s  th o s e  
n e w  m a p p in g s g a in e d  e x c lu s io n a r y  p o w e r , th e ir  ta r g e ts s o m e t im e s s tr e s s e d  c o u n te r 

g e n e a lo g ie s . I n  I n q u is it io n  f i le s  o f  th e  1 4 8 0 s  w e  f in d  a c c u s a t io n s  o f  a  converso p r o v e r b : 
‘C r is t ia n o s  d e  n a tu r a , c r is t ia n o s  d e  m a la  v e n tu r a ’ (C h r is t ia n s  b y  n a tu r e  a r e  C h r is t ia n s  o f  
b a d  fo r tu n e ). I n  th e ir  d e fe n c e , th e  a c c u s e d  te s t if ie d  th a t th e y  h a d  m e a n t th a t conversos 
s h a r e d  th e  l in e a g e  o f th e  V ir g in  M a r y , w h e r e a s o ld  C h r is t ia n s w e r e  d e s c e n d e d  fr o m  
id o l-w o r s h ip p in g  g e n t i le s  (M a r fn  P a d il la  1 9 8 8 : 6 0 -7 ) . M u c h  lik e  I b n  ‘A b b a d  a l-R u n d l 
c o n fr o n t in g  s im ila r  c la im s  o f  th e  muhajirun  in  th e  1 3 9 0 s ,  o r  I b n  Z ik r f  s  a n o n y m o u s  r e a d e r  
r e a c tin g  w ith  s c o r n  to  A Sip of Honey in  m id -e ig h te e n th -c e n tu r y  F e z , th e  in q u is ito r s  
t r e a te d  s u c h  c la im s  a s  e v id e n c e  o f  J u d a iz in g  a n d  b la s p h e m y , th e m s e lv e s  s y m p to m s  o f  th e  
r u in o u s  e f fe c ts  o f  J e w is h  b lo o d .

I h a v e o f fe r e d  tw o  p a r a lle l h is to r ie s o f b io c u ltu r a l lo g ic s e m e r g in g  fr o m  m a s s  
c o n v e r s io n , o n e  v e r y  w e ll k n o w n  (w h o  h a s  n o t h e a r d  o f  th e  S p a n is h  I n q u is it io n ? ) , th e  
o th e r  v ir tu a lly  u n d is c o v e r e d , th e  d o m a in  o f  tw o  o r  th r e e  s p e c ia l is t s . W h a t  q u e s tio n s  c a n  
th e  h is to r ia n  a s k  w ith  th is  c o m p a r is o n  in  h a n d  ?  A  s e a r c h e r  a f te r  th e  ‘o r ig in s ’ o f  r a c e  m ig h t 
n o w  b e  te m p te d  to  s h if t th o s e  o r ig in s  fr o m  th e  fo r c e d  c o n v e r s io n s  o f  J e w s  in  C h r is t ia n  
S p a in  to  th e  e a r l ie r  A lm o h a d  c o n v e r s io n s  o f  J e w s  to  I s la m  th a t  m a y  h a v e  in f lu e n c e d  th e m . 
A n o th e r , in te r e s te d  in  tr a n s a tla n t ic  fu tu r e s , m ig h t g r a n t th a t th e  h is to r ie s  o f  I s la m  a n d
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C h r is t ia n ity  w e r e  in t im a te ly  in te r tw in e d  in  th e  W e s te r n  M e d ite r r a n e a n , b u t in s is t  th a t 
o n ly  th e  b io c u ltu r a l fa n ta s ie s  m in te d  in  C h r is tia n  S p a in  r e a l ly  m a tte r , b e c a u s e  it  w a s  th e  
S p a n ia r d s  w h o  w e n t  o n  to  c o lo n iz e  th e  N e w  W o r ld . S t i l l  a n o th e r , a w a r e  o f  th e  im p o r ta n t  
r o le  th a t M a g h r e b i c e n tr e s  o f  le a r n in g  p la y e d  in  th e  I s la m iz a tio n  o f  s u b -S a h a r a n  W e s t 
A fr ic a , m ig h t a s k  h o w  N o r th  A fr ic a n  id e a s  a b o u t c o n v e r s io n  a n d  l in e a g e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  
th e  w ill in g n e s s  o f  M u s lim s to  s e l l o th e r  M u s lim s in to  tr a n s a t la n tic  s la v e r y . Y e t a n o th e r  
m ig h t fo c u s  o n  th e  c o m p a r is o n  it s e lf : w h a t w a s  s h a r e d  a n d  w h a t w a s d if fe r e n t in  th e  
in te r tw in e d  h is to r ie s  o f  N o r th  A fr ic a  a n d  I b e r ia  th a t c a ta ly z e d  th e s e  m a p p in g s  o f  l in e a g e  
o n to  fa ith ?  F r o m  th e  c o m p a r is o n , c a n  w e  d e d u c e k e y  s o c ia l , p o lit ic a l , th e o lo g ic a l o r  
in te lle c tu a l v a r ia b le s  in  th a t  c a ta ly s is  o f  ‘r a c is m ’ ? ^ *

W e  a r e  fr e e  to  c h o o s e  b e tw e e n  th e se  a n d  m a n y  o th e r  in s tr u c tiv e  p a th s , e a c h  o f  w h ic h  
m a y  b e u s e fu l fo r  a  p a r t ic u la r  p u r p o s e  a n d  h is to r y . W e s h o u ld  r e c o g n iz e , h o w e v e r , 
th a t e v e r y  p a th  is  p a r t ia l a n d  p r o v in c ia l . A n d  w e  s h o u ld  n o t im a g in e  th a t a n y o n e  w il l 
‘d is c o v e r ’ th e  ‘o r ig in s ’ o f  r a c e  o r  r a c is m  in  C h r is t ia n ity  o r  I s la m . A fte r  a l l , th e  b io c u ltu r a l 
im a g in a t io n  o f th e se  r e l ig io n s w a s n o t in v e n te d  w ith  th e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f IHGFEDCBAconverses o r  
muhajirun. O n  th e  c o n tr a r y , in  b o th  tr a d it io n s , th e  m e d ie v a l d e b a te s  w e  h a v e  e x p lo r e d  
w e r e  a lr e a d y  d e e p ly  m a r k e d  b y  e a r l ie r  p r o d u c ts  o f  th a t  im a g in a t io n .

T h e  a r g u m e n ts a b o u t p u r ity  o f b lo o d  in  f ift e e n th - a n d  s ix te e n th -c e n tu r y  T o le d o , 
fo r e x a m p le , fr e q u e n tly  in v o k e d  th e a c t io n s o f th e s e v e n th -c e n tu r y  V is ig o th ic  k in g s  
a n d  b is h o p s  o f  th e  P e n in s u la , im a g in e d  a s  fo u n d e r s  b o th  o f  S p a in ’s  a r is to c r a t ic  l in e a g e s  
a n d  o f  it s  C a th o lic is m . K in g  S is e b u t h a d  o r d e r e d  h is *  J e w is h  s u b je c t s  b a p t iz e d  b y  fo r c e  
a r o u n d  6 1 5 , a n d  in  th e  y e a r s  fo l lo w in g  b o th  h is  b is h o p s  a n d  h is  s u c c e s s o r s  to  th e  th r o n e  
c o d if ie d  le g is la t io n  p la c in g  th o s e  c o n v e r ts  a n d  th e ir  d e s c e n d a n ts  u n d e r  c e r ta in  o n g o in g  
d is a b il i t ie s .^

T h o s e  te x ts  w e r e  fr e q u e n tly  in v o k e d  in  C a s ti l ia n  d e b a te s  o v e r  p u r ity  o f  b lo o d  n in e  
c e n tu r ie s la te r . B u t th e  te x ts  a n d  th e ir  e f fe c ts  w e r e  n o t m e r e ly  I b e r ia n . T h e  s e v e n th - 
c e n tu r y  c a n o n s r e g a r d in g  c o n v e r te d  J e w s in  V is ig o th ic  k in g d o m s m a d e th e ir  w a y  in to  
G r a t ia n ’s  Decretum in  th e  tw e lf th  c e n tu r y , b e c o m in g  la w  fo r  th e  u n iv e r s a l C h u r c h . T h e y  
th e r e b y  s h a p e d  th e  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  o f  e x is te n c e  n o t  o n ly  fo r  c o n v e r ts  f r o m  J u d a is m  a n d  th e ir  
d e s c e n d a n ts ,  b u t  a ls o  fo r  s ix te e n th -c e n tu r y  moriscos in  I b e r ia , fo r  th e  c r u e l ly  e v a n g e liz e d  
in  A fr ic a  a n d  th e  ‘N e w  W o r ld ’ , fo r  th e  k id n a p p e d  a n d  b a p t iz e d  E d g a r d o  M o r ta r a  in  th e  
n in e te e n th  c e n tu r y  a n d  fo r  s o  m a n y  o th e r  c o n v e r ts  to  C h r is t ia n ity  a n d  th e ir  d e s c e n d a n ts  
a c r o s s  t im e  a n d  s p a c e .^ °  S h o u ld  w e  th e n  s e a r c h  fo r  th e  ‘o r ig in s ’ o f  C h r is t ia n  r a c ia l  th o u g h t 
a m o n g  th e  V is ig o th s  a n d  th e ir  tr e a tm e n t o f  fo r c e d  c o n v e r ts  fr o m  J u d a is m  in  th e  e a r ly  
s e v e n th  c e n tu r y ?

S im ila r ly , in  th e  M u s lim  d e b a te s  o v e r  th e  muhajirun^  th e  s o u r c e s  d e p lo y e d  b y  b o th  
s id e s  h a d  b e e n  s h a p e d  b y  c e n tu r ie s  o f  e a r l ie r  a r g u m e n ts  a b o u t  th e  r e p r o d u c t io n  o f  p ie ty . 
I n  th e ir  s tr u g g le s  a g a in s t  d is c r im in a t io n , M a y y a r a  (2 0 1 3 : 9 5 -7 , 1 0 1 , 1 1 1 , 1 2 0 ,1 6 3 , 1 7 1 , 
1 8 6 -7 )  a n d  I b n  Z ik r T  (2 0 1 6 : 1 3 , 8 5 -6 , 1 0 2 , 1 1 0 , 1 4 1  [A r a b ic  p a g in a tio n ] ) r e d e p lo y e d  
a r g u m e n ts  fr o m  th e  s o -c a l le d  shu ubiyah c o n tr o v e r s ie s  o f  th e  th ir d  I s la m ic  c e n tu r y  (c . 
8 0 0 -9 0 0  Ce ), w h o s e  n a m e  d e r iv e d  fr o m  a  w o r d  in  a  v e r s e  o f  th e  Q u r ’a n :

O h  m a n k in d ! T r u ly  W e  c r e a te d  y o u  fr o m  a  m a le  a n d  a  fe m a le , a n d  W e  m a d e  y o u  
p e o p le s  {shu’ iib) a n d  tr ib e s  {qaba V 7 ) th a t y o u  m a y  c o m e  to  k n o w  o n e  a n o th e r . S u r e ly  
th e  m o s t n o b le  {akram) o f  y o u  b e fo r e  G o d  a r e  th e  m o s t r e v e r e n t {atqa) o f  y o u . T r u ly  
G o d  is  th e  K n o w in g ,  A w a r e .

{al-Hujurat  4 9 .1 0 -1 3 )
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T h e r e  is  a  te n s io n  w ith in  th is  v e r s e , w h ic h  o n  th e  o n e  h a n d  e m p h a s iz e s  G o d ’s  c r e a t io n  
o f  s o c ia l a n d  k in  c a te g o r ie s  -  a  c r e a tio n  th a t is  e x p lic it ly  p r e s e n te d  a s  g e n e r a t in g  u s e fu l 
k n o w le d g e  a b o u t p e o p le  o n  th e  b a s is  o f th o s e  c a te g o r ie s  -  a n d  o n  th e  o th e r s tr e s s e s  
d if fe r e n c e s  in  p ie ty  a s  th e  o n ly  o n e s  r e le v a n t  to  n o b il i ty  b e fo r e  G o d .^ ^

T h e  IHGFEDCBAshu'ubTyah s e r v e s  a s  a n  in e x a c t  n a m e  fo r  th e  c o n tr o v e r s ie s  th a t  e n g a g e d  m u lt ip le  
a s p e c ts  o f  th is  t e n s io n  in  a  p e r io d  w h e n  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  t im e  a n d  th e  c o n v e r s io n  o f  la r g e  
n u m b e r s  o f  n o n -A r a b s  to  th e  fa ith  h a d  p u t  p r e s su r e  o n  th e  g e n e a lo g ic a l p r iv i le g e s  o f  th o s e  
w h o  c la im e d  d e s c e n t fr o m  A r a b  c o n q u e r o r s . T h e  c o n tr o v e r s y  c o n fr o n te d  th o s e  w h o  
d e fe n d e d  th e  e x c e l le n c e  o f  A r a b  l in e a g e s  w ith  th o s e  w h o  e le v a te d  o th e r  l in e a g e s  ( s u c h  a s  
th e  P e r s ia n s ) o r  w h o  a r g u e d  fo r  th e  r a d ic a l e q u a lity  o f  a l l b e l ie v e r s . T h e  d e b a te  d id  n o t  
ta k e  lo n g  to  r e a c h  I s la m ’s  w e s te r n m o s t s h o r e s . I n  a l-A n d a lu s  w e  f in d  th e  d e s c e n d a n ts  o f  
C h r is t ia n  c o n v e r ts  to  I s la m  p e n n in g  tr e a t is e s  a t ta c k in g  th e  g e n e a lo g ic a l c la im s  o f  th e ir  
A r a b  lo r d s  a n d  a s s e r t in g  th e  s u p e r io r ity  o f  th e ir  o w n  I b e r ia n  l in e a g e s ,  t r e a t is e s  th a t  e v o k e d  
n u m e r o u s  a n d  fe r o c io u s  r e s p o n s e s . M ig h t  th e s e  h a v e  in f lu e n c e d  th e  la te r  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  
g e n e a lo g ic a l th o u g h t  in  th e  I b e r ia n  P e n in s u la ?  S h o u ld  w e  th e n  a s s e r t  th a t r a c ia l th o u g h t 
in  th e  W e s te r n  M e d ite r r a n e a n , I s la m ic  a n d  C h r is tia n  a l ik e , w a s  fo r g e d  m u c h  e a r l ie r  a n d  
fa r th e r  to  th e  E a s t , in  th e  I s la m ic  shu ubfyah}^^

I t  is  t e m p t in g  to  d e c la r e  th is  o r  th a t p e r io d  o r  p la c e  a s  th e  w e lls p r in g  o f  b io c u ltu r a l 
im a g in a r ie s  in  C h r is t ia n ity  o r  I s la m . B u t e v e r y  fo u n d a t io n  s to n e  w e  m ig h t p ic k  r e v e a ls  
o th e r s  u n d e r n e a th . I b n  Q u ta y b a  (d . 8 8 9 ) , o n e  o f  th e  g r e a t p o le m ic is t s  o f  th e  shu'ubtyah, 
p o in ts  to  th e  a n c ie n t p h ilo s o p h e r s  a n d  to  th e  p o e ts  o f  th e  A r a b s :

T h e  s a g e s  s a y : ‘N a tu r e  p r e v a ils . ’ A  p o e t  h a s  s a id  a s  m u c h :

W h a t o n e  c o n tr iv e s  a g a in s t  h is  n a tu r e , /  w il l  b e  a b a n d o n e d  a s  c h a r a c te r  p r e v a ils . 

A n o th e r  p o e t  h a s  s a id :

A ll r e tu r n  to  th e ir  e s s e n c e , /  th o u g h  th e y  m a y  a f fe c t  d if fe r e n t  tr a it s  fo r  a  t im e .

( I b n  Q u ta y b a  2 0 1 9 : 145-6)^ ^

(C o m p a r e  th is  e x p r e s s io n  o f  ‘c o m m o n  w is d o m ’ a b o u t  l in e a g e  to  th a t  o f  A lfo n s o  M a r tin e z  
d e  T o le d o  c ite d  a b o v e .) A s fo r  p r o p h e tic  fo r e b e a r e r s , I b n  Q u ta y b a  m o c k s th e  P e r s ia n  
w r ite r s  w ith  th e ir  ‘c la im s  o f  a  r e la t io n s h ip  to  I s a a c , s o n  o f  A b r a h a m , a n d  w ith  th e ir  b o a s t , 
a im e d  a t  th e  A r a b s , th a t  I s a a c  w a s  b o r n  fr o m  S a r a h , a  fr e e  w o m a n , w h e r e a s  I s h m a e l , th e  
fa th e r  o f  th e  A r a b s , w a s  b o r n  fr o m  H a g a r , a  s la v e ’ ( I b n  Q u ta y b a  2 0 1 9 :  4 7 ) .^ ' ’ A c c o r d in g  
to  h im , th e  la te  e ig h th - to  e a r ly  n in th -c e n tu r y  p o e t  A b u  N u w a s  d e n ig r a te s  th e  A r a b s  fo r  
b e in g  d e s c e n d e d  fr o m  a  s la v e , a n  ‘u n c le a n ’ o r  ‘p u tr id  s m e ll in g ’ w o m a n . T h e  P e r s ia n s , 
c o u n te r s  I b n  Q u ta y b a , w e r e  in  n o  w a y  r e la te d  to  A b r a h a m , w h e r e a s  th e  A r a b s ’ d e s c e n t  
f r o m  h is  c o n c u b in e  is  a n  h o n o u r a b le  r a th e r  th a n  a  d e g r a d in g  s ta tu s , a s  I b n  Q u ta y b a  th e n  
g o e s  to  s o m e  le n g th s  to  p r o v e .^ ^

A lr e a d y  in  th e  e a r l ie s t C h r is t ia n  a n d  I s la m ic  ‘M id d le  A g e s ’ , a m o n g s t G e r m a n ic  a n d  
A r a b  c o n q u e r o r s  a l ik e , w e  c a n  f in d  p o w e r fu l f la s h e s o f  th e  id e a  th a t l in e a g e  a n d  th e  
r e p r o d u c t io n  o f  th e  f le sh  c o n d it io n  p r o x im ity  to  p r o p h e c y  a n d  d iv in e  fa v o u r . W h y  is  th is  
p o te n tia l to  m a p  r e l ig io n  a n d  c u ltu r e  o n to  r e p r o d u c t io n  a n d  th e  c r e a tu r e ly  b o d y  (o r  v ic e  
v e r s a ) s u d d e n ly  a c t iv a te d  a n d  p u t  to  w o r k  in  c e r ta in  t im e s  a n d  p la c e s ?  H o w  d o e s  a  g iv e n  
a c tiv a t io n  tr a n s fo r m  th e  p o s s ib le  fu tu r e s  o f  th is  p o te n tia l?  A n d  h o w  d o  th e s e  a c t iv a t io n s  
c o m p a r e  to  w h a t w e  h a v e  le a r n e d  to  c a l l  r a c is m  in  o th e r  t im e s  a n d  p la c e s ?  T h e s e  s e e m  to  
m e b e t te r  q u e s t io n s  fo r  th e  h is to r ia n  o f  r a c e  th a n  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  ‘o r ig in s ’ .
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T h e  w o r d  IHGFEDCBApotential h a s  th e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  r e m in d in g  u s  th a t  w ith in  th e se  r e l ig io n s  (a s  in  
m a n y  o th e r  c u ltu r e s ) th e c o n d it io n s  o f p o s s ib i l i ty  fo r  th is m a p p in g  o f r e l ig io n  o n to  
r e p r o d u c tio n  e x is t  e v e n  w h e n  th e y  a r e  n o t  a c tu a liz e d .  T h e  s to r y  o f  th e  fa m ily  o f  A b r a h a m  
w e  h a v e  ju s t  s e e n  in v o k e d  b y  I b n  Q u ta y b a  is  o n e  o f  m a n y  b e a r e r s , w ith in  th e se  tr a d it io n s , 
o f th e p o te n t ia l to  im a g in e th a t p r o p h e c y  r e p r o d u c e s it s e lf l ik e  th e o r g a n is m . T h a t  
p o te n t ia l is  a lr e a d y  c o n ta in e d  in  th e  la n g u a g e  o f  th e  p r o m is e  G o d  m a k e s  to  A b r a h a m  in  
G e n e s is  1 7 .7 : ‘I  s h a ll m a in ta in  m y  c o v e n a n t  b e tw e e n  m y s e lf  a n d  y o u , a n d  y o u r  s e e d  [H b . 
y " ii , G k . spertna, L t . semen] a f te r  y o u , g e n e r a t io n  a f te r  g e n e r a t io n ’ ( tr a n s la t io n  m in e ) . 
B o th  N e w  T e s ta m e n t a n d  Q u r ’a n  a g r e e : ‘N o w  th e  p r o m is e s  w e r e  a d d r e s s e d  to  A b r a h a m  
a n d  to  h is  s e e d  [sperma]' (G a l. 3 .1 6 ) . T r u ly  G o d  c h o s e  A d a m , N o a h , th e H o u s e  o f  
A b r a h a m  a n d  th e  H o u s e  o f  'I m r a n  a b o v e  th e  w o r ld s , a s  p r o g e n y  [dhurrfyah],  o n e  fr o m  
a n o th e r . A n d  G o d  is  H e a r in g , K n o w in g ’ (Q u r ’a n  3 .3 3 -4 ) .^ ^

P o te n tia l d o e s  n o t  m e a n  o r ig in . T h e r e  w e r e  m a n y  g r e a t  c u ltu r e s  in  th e  a n c ie n t  w o r ld  -  
B a b y lo n ia n , E g y p tia n , S a s a n ia n  a n d  s o  o n  -  th a t  im a g in e d  a s p e c ts  o f  th e ir  r e p r o d u c t io n  in  
t e r m s  o f  n a tu r e  a n d  a g r ic u ltu r e  in  w a y s  th a t  s h a p e d  th e  m a te r ia l  c o l le c te d  in  th e  H e b r e w  
B ib le . W h a t  m a k e s  th is  b ib l ic a l e x a m p le  o f  th e  m e ta p h o r  im p o r ta n t is  n o t  i t s  ‘o r ig in a lity ’ 
b u t  th e  p r o p h e tic  w o r k  it  w o u ld  b e  p u t  to  b y  d if fe r e n t c u ltu r e s  in  th e  fu tu r e . A lr e a d y  in  
G e n e s is , th a t  w o r k  c a n  fo c u s  o n  h e ig h te n in g  th e  p r o p h e tic  c la im s  o f  a  p a r t ic u la r  fa m ily  o r  
e x p a n d  to  e n c o m p a s s  th e  e n t ir e  w o r ld ; ‘I  w il l  g iv e  to  y o u r  s e e d  a l l  th e s e  la n d s , a n d  in  y o u r  
s e e d  a ll th e  n a t io n s  o f  th e  e a r th  s h a ll b e  b le s s e d ’ (G e n . 2 6 .4 -5 , 2 8 .1 3 -1 4 , 2 2 .1 6 -1 8 ) . A t 
t im e s  a c r o s s  fu tu r e  c e n tu r ie s  (a s  in  th e  b o o k s  o f  E z r a  a n d  N e h e m ia h , h e a v ily  in f lu e n c e d  
b y  th e ir  S a s a n ia n  c o n te x t )  i t  w il l  b e  u s e d  to  h e ig h te n  th e  c la im s  o f  l in e a g e  a n d  h e r ita b il i ty . 
A t o th e r s , a s  a m o n g  s o m e  e a r ly  r a b b is  a n d  m o s t fa m o u s ly  b y  th e  a p o s t le  P a u l, i t  w il l b e  
u s e d  to  e f fa c e  th o s e  c la im s : ‘T h e r e  c a n  b e  n e ith e r  J e w  n o r  G r e e k  . . . fo r  y o u  a r e  a l l o n e  
in  C h r is t  J e s u s . A n d  s im p ly  b y  b e in g  C h r is t’s  y o u  a r e  th a t  s e e d  [sperma] o f  A b r a h a m , th e  
h e ir s  [kleronomot] n a m e d  in  th e  p r o m is e ’ (G a l. 4 .2 8 -9 ; s e e  a ls o  G a l. 3 .1 6 , 3 .2 6 -9 , 4 .1 3  
a n d  R o m . 9 .6 -8 ) .

B u t a t n o  p o in t d id  th e  m e ta p h o r  lo s e  it s  p o te n t ia l to  g e n e r a te  m u lt ip le  im a g in in g s  
o f th e r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  r e p r o d u c t io n  a n d  th e p o te n t ia l fo r  g o d lin e s s . N o t e v e n  
P a u l’s  m o m e n to u s  s p ir itu a liz a t io n  a b o lis h e d  fr o m  th e  m o v e m e n t th a t c a m e  to  b e  c a l le d  
C h r is t ia n ity  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f  im a g in in g  th a t  th e  r e p r o d u c tio n  o f  g o d lin e s s  a n d  th e  f le sh  
a r e  r e la te d . W e c a n  g lim p s e  s u c h  p o s s ib i l i t ie s in  P a u l’s o w n  w r it in g s , a s  fo r  e x a m p le  
in  h is  p r o h ib it io n  o n  m ix e d  m a r r ia g e s (2  C o r . 6 .1 4 -7 .1 ; H a y e s  2 0 0 2 : 9 2 -8 ) . W e  c a n  
g lim p s e  th e m  in  th e  g e n e a lo g ie s  o f  J e s u s  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  g o s p e l a u th o r s (M t. 1 .1 -1 7 ;  
L k . 3 .2 3 -3 8 ) .  W e  c a n  e v e n  s e e  h o w  th e  e a r ly  C h r is t ia n  s tr u g g le  o v e r  r ig h ts  to  A b r a h a m ’s  
l in e a g e  c o u ld  p o te n t ia l ly  p r o d u c e  a n  a lte r n a te  l in e a g e  fo r  th e  J e w s (T o u  a r e  fr o m  y o u r  
fa th e r  th e  d e v il ’ [J n  8 .3 7 -4 4 ] ) . A n d  w e  c a n  a t te m p t to  tr a c e , i f  w e  w is h , th e  b io c u ltu r a l 

im a g in in g s  th a t  th e s e  p a s s a g e s  p o te n t ia te d  a c r o s s  m a n y  C h r is t ia n  fu tu r e s , in c lu d in g  in  o u r  
o w n  t im e s .^ ^

I n  o th e r  w o r d s , w e  c o u ld  w r ite  a  h is to r y  o f  th e  ‘r a c ia l iz a t io n  o f  r e l ig io n ’ th a t b e g in s  
w ith  th e  g e n e a lo g ic a l id e a s  th a t M u h a m m a d  a n d  h is  muhajirun  b r o u g h t w ith  th e m  in  
th e ir  m ig r a tio n  fr o m  M e c c a  to  M e d in a  a t  th e  fo u n d a t io n s  o f  I s la m . W e  c o u ld  a ls o  w r ite  
o n e  th a t b e g in s  w ith  P a u l’s  e p is t le s  (B u e ll 2 0 0 4 , 2 0 0 5 ) . W e  c o u ld  jo in  th e  lo n g  l is t o f  
th o s e  w h o  h a v e  lo o k e d  b a c k  to  A b r a h a m ’s  m ig r a t io n  fr o m  U r  in  G e n e s is  1 2  a n d  b la m e d  
th e  I s r a e l ite s  a n d  th e ir  s c r ip tu r e s  fo r  a t ta c h in g  p r o p h e c y  to  th e  lo in s  o f  l in e a g e .^ ®  O r  w e  
c o u ld  s e e k  to  s itu a te  th e  e a r lie s t  I s r a e l ite  im a g in in g s  in  th e  c o n te x t  o f  o th e r  N e a r  E a s te r n  
id e a s a b o u t l in e a g e  a n d  p r o p h e c y  (E g y p tia n , B a b y lo n ia n , P e r s ia n /Z o r o a s tr ia n , e tc .) in  
w h ic h  th e y  a r o s e  a n d  w e r e  r e p e a te d ly  tr a n s fo r m e d , r e d a c te d  a n d  r e -r e d a c te d .
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I n  e v e r y  c a s e  w e c o u ld  c la im  th a t w e h a d  d is c o v e r e d  w ith in  th e s e r e l ig io n s th e  
a c tu a liz a t io n  o f o n e p o te n t ia l a m o n g  m a n y : th e p o te n t ia l to  m a p  th e r e p r o d u c tio n  
o f c u ltu r e  o n to  th e r e p r o d u c t io n  o f th e  o r g a n is m . W e c a n  a n d  s h o u ld  c o m p a r e  th a t 
a c tu a liz a tio n  to  o th e r  m a p p in g s  in  o th e r  t im e s  a n d  p la c e s , a n d  a s k  h o w  th e s e  r e la te  to  
o n e  a n o th e r , a n d  h o w  th e y  m ig h t c o n tr ib u te  to  a  c r it ic a l h is to r y  a n d  th e o r y  o f  r a c e . B u t 
w e  s h o u ld  n o t  im a g in e  th a t  th e  a c tu a liz a t io n s  w e  d is c o v e r  c o n s t itu te  th e  o r ig in s  o f  r a c is m  
o r  th e  e s s e n c e  o f  th o s e  r e l ig io n s . F o r  w h e n  w e  d o  s o , w e  o u r s e lv e s  y ie ld  to  a  h is to r ic a l 
lo g ic  o f  l in e a g e  th a t is  i t s e lf  a k in  to  th a t fa m ily  o f  c o n c e p ts  w e  c a l l r a c e .
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r e a lly  s p e a k  a b o u t  th e  a r r iv a ls  a n d  m ig r a t io n s  a n d  d is p la c e m e n ts  o f  p e o p le  a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld . 
A n d  th e  G r e a t  H a ll ,  o f  c o u r s e , is  th is  p la c e  o f  p e o p le  e n te r in g  a n d  p e o p le  le a v in g . I n  th e  le f t 
p a in t in g , IHGFEDCBAWelcoming the Newcomers, M is s  C h ie f  is  U te r a lly  b e n d in g  o v e r  to  a s s is t  p e o p le  
a r r iv in g  to  N o r th  A m e r ic a . T h a t  h a s  to  d o  w ith  g e n e r o s ity . I n  th e  s e c o n d  p a in t in g . Resurgence 
of the People, M is s  C h ie f  is  c o m m a n d in g  th is  b o a t , w h ic h  lo o k s  a  lo t  l ik e  a  m ig r a n t  v e s s e l , 
a n d  m a n y  p e o p le  a c r o s s  th e  w o r ld  a r c  b e in g  d is p la c e d  fr o m  th e ir  o w n  la n d s . M is s  C h ie f  is  
le a d in g  th is  r e s u r g e n c e  o f  th e  p e o p le  to  r e p r e s e n t  a  r e tu r n  to  o u r  la n g u a g e s  a n d  a  r e tu r n  to  
o u r  tr a d it io n s ’ (M o n k m a n , K e n t 2 0 1 9 ) .

2 8  O n  th e r e la tio n s h ip  o f B la c k  a n d  I n d ig e n o u s id e n tit ie s w ith in  N o r th  A m e r ic a n  tr ib a l 
n a t io n s  (b o th  th o s e  r e c o g n iz e d  b y  th e  A m e r ic a n  fe d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t a n d /o r  A m e r ic a n  s ta te  
g o v e r n m e n ts , a n d  th o s e  w h o  a s  y e t  la c k  th a t r e c o g n it io n ) , s e e  H le b o w ic z ’s  n u a n c e d  a c c o u n t 
o f  la n g u a g e  r e v ita l iz a t io n  th a t  d r a w s  a t te n t io n  to  th e  c o m p le x  s itu a t io n  o f  th e  L m n b e e s  l iv in g  
in  w h a t  is  n o w  N o r th  C a r o lin a ;  th e  N a n tic o k e  L e n n i-L e n a p e ,  in  s o u th e r n  N e w  J e r s e y ;  a n d  th e  
R a m a p o u g h  L u n a a p e  N a t io n , in  n o r th e r n  N e w  J e r s e y  a n d  th e  b o r d e r  w ith  N e w  Y o r k  (2 0 1 9 : 
6 1 -2 ) : ‘F o u r  h u n d r e d  y e a r s  o f  c o n ta c t w ith  m o r e  p o w e r fu l E u r o p e a n  c o lo n iz e r s  g r a d u a lly  
c h a n g e d  I n d ia n  c o m m im it ie s  in to  t in y  p o c k e ts  o f  p e o p le  l iv in g  o n  o b s c u r e  r e se r v a t io n s  (e .g . 
P e q u o ts  in  C o n n e c t ic u t o r  P a m u n k e y s , M a tta p o n is  in  V ir g in ia ) o r  d is p e r s e d  a m o n g  m u c h  
g r e a te r  n o n -I n d ia n  p o p u la t io n s , in te r m a r r y in g  w ith  o th e r  e th n ic  g r o u p s  a n d  e v e n  s e e n  a s  
“ c o lo u r e d ” , “ M u lla to e s ”  o r  “ B la c k ” , n o t  I n d ia n s  a n y m o r e ’ (5 8 ) .

Chapter 3

1  T r a n s la t io n  o f  v e r s e s  f r o m  th e  Q u r ’a n  a r e  fr o m  N a s r  e t  a l . (2 0 1 5 ) .

2  F o r  tw o  e x a m p le s  o f  th is  c o m p la in t , s e e  L o o m b a  (2 0 0 9 )  a n d  N ir e n b e r g  (2 0 0 9 ) .

3  S e e , fo r  e x a m p le , th e L o e b  C la ss ic s  e d it io n  o f P s e u d o -A r is to t le  (Problems 8 7 8 a , 2 0 -8 ;  
A r is to t le  2 0 1 1 )  a n d  L e h o u x  (2 0 1 4 ) .

4  1  d o  n o t  k n o w  o f  a n y  w o r k  c o m p a r in g  A r is to t le  a n d  P a ^ n i’s  r e p r o d u a iv e  a n a lo g ie s , b u t  fo r  
a  c o m p a r a tiv e  a p p r o a c h  th a t  o p e n s  p h ilo s o p h ic a l h o r iz o n s , s e e  S ta a l ( [1 9 6 5 ] 1 9 8 8 ) .

5  F o r  a  g e n e r a l s u r v e y  o f  th e  A lm o h a d s , s e e  B e n n is o n  (2 0 1 6 ) . F ie r r o ’s  w o r k  in  th e  f ie ld  h a s  
b e e n  fu n d a m e n ta l;  s e e  h e r  e s s a y s  c o l le c te d  in  F ie r r o  (2 0 1 2 ) . O n  th e ir  c o n v e r s io n a r y  p o lic ie s , 
s e e  F ie r r o  (2 0 1 0 ) a n d  G a r c fa -A r e n a l (1 9 9 2 : 9 5 ) . S tr o u m s a  (2 0 0 9 ) p r o v id e s  a  s o p h is t ic a te d  
t r e a tm e n t o f  th e  im p a c t o f  th e  A lm o h a d s  o n  J e w is h  th o u g h t. F o r  d e b a te s  o v e r  M a im o n id e s ’ 
c o n v e r s io n , s e e  K r a e m e r  (2 0 0 8 : 1 1 6 -2 4 ).

6  T h e  s to r y  is  to ld  b y  'A b d  a l-W a lj id  a l-M a r r a k u s h l  (1 9 6 3 :  3 8 3 ) , w h o  h a d  c o n n e c t io n s  to  th e  
A lm o h a d  c o u r t, in  h is  h is to r y  o f  r h e  A lm o h a d s . S e e  a ls o  th e  e a r l ie r  e d it io n  b y  R e in h a r d t 
D o z y  (a l-M a r r a k u s h T  1 8 8 1 : 2 2 3 -4 ) , I  c it e  h e r e  th e  tr a n s la t io n  b y  P a u l F e n to n , w h o s e  w o r k  
o n  th e  N o r th  A fr ic a n  c o n v e r ts  ( I b n  Z ik r T  2 0 1 6 )  is  in d is p e n s a b le  fo r  th e  to p ic .

7  J o s e p h  b e n  J u d a h  ib n  'A q m n  is  d is c u s s e d  b y  F e n to n  (I b n  Z ik r T  2 0 1 6 : 1 5 -1 8 ) .  T h e  c ita t io n s

a r e  fr o m  h is  T V fj f)  (B e n  J u d a h  I b n  'A q n ln n .d .: 1 4 3 a -6 ) .

8  O n  th e  u s e  a n d  v a r io u s  e ty m o lo g ie s  o f  bildt, s e e  F e n to n  (I b n  Z ik r T  2 0 1 6 : 2 3 -5 ) .

9  I b n  S a k k a k  is  q u o te d  b y  I b n  Z ik r T  (2 0 1 6 : 1 3 5  [A r a b ic  p a g in a t io n ]) , w h o  d is p u te s  th a t I b n  
S a k k a k  c o u ld  e v e r  h a v e  m a d e  s u c h  a  s ta te m e n t  (2 7 ) .

1 0  A l-J a n u w T  is th e s u b je c t o f o n g o in g  r e s e a r c h  b y  M a n u e la  C e b a llo s , w h o s e u n p u b lis h e d  
m a n u s c r ip t ‘T h e o lo g y  fr o m  th e  M a r g in s : S T d T  R id w a n  a l-J a n u w T  a n d  h is  C o m m u n ity  o f  
O u ts id e r s ’ (n .d .) b r o u g h t h im  to  m y  a t te n t io n . H e r  w o r k  is  la r g e ly  b a s e d  o n  th e  u n p u b lis h e d  
b io g r a p h y  w r it te n  b y  h is  d is c ip le  M u h a m m a d  ib n  Y O s u f  a l-S ij i lm a s T  (n .d .; R a b a t , B ib l io th S q u e  
G 6 n 6 r a le , M S  1 1 4 K ) . S h e  c ite s  th e  p o in t a b o u t le a d in g  p r a y e r  fr o m  p a g e  9 2  o f V in c e n t 
C o r n e ll ’s  (u n p u b lis h e d ) tr a n s c r ip t io n  o f  th a t w o r k . I t  m a y  b e  th a t c e r ta in  s c h o o ls  o f  S u f is m  
w e r e  m o r e  o p e n  to  muhajiriin  th a n  o th e r s . S e e  F e n to n  (2 0 0 5 : 5 1 3 -2 0 ) .
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1 1  S e e  G o id z ih e r , V a n  A r e n d o n k  a n d  T r ic to n  (1 9 6 0 -2 0 0 7 ) a n d  V a n  A r c n d o n k  a n d  G r a h a m  
(1 9 6 0 -2 0 0 7 ) fo r  a  g e n e r a l  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  c o n c e p t IHGFEDCBAoi shariflsayyid. F o r  

th e  M a g h r e b , s e e  G a r c fa -A r e n a l (2 0 0 6 ) .

1 2  F o r a  (p r o b a b ly  e ig h te e n th -c e n tu r y ) e x a m p le  o f s u c h  a  h is to r y , s e e  F a t lja h  (2 0 0 4 ) . T h e  
t r e a t is e  tr a c e s  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  Q a y s a r T y a  b a c k  to  th e  r e ig n  o f  M u la y  I d r is (d . 7 9 1 ) a n d  
c la im s  th a t  th r o u g h o u t  th e  h is to r y  o f  F e z , r u le r s  p e r m it te d  muhajirun  to  s e l l  in  th e  m a r k e ts  o r  
h o ld  a d m in is tr a tiv e  p o s it io n s  o n ly  w h e n  th e  r u le r s  w e r e  w e a k , i l le g it im a te o r  im p e c u n io u s . 
S tr o n g , le g it im a te  r u le r s  p r o p e r ly  fa v o u r e d  th e  shurafa ’ . O n  I d r is  a n d  th e  shurafa , s e e  B e c k  

(1 9 8 9 : e s p . c h . 4 ) .

1 3  M a y y a r a ’s  p o in t  th a t a l l  M u s lim s  a r e  c o n v e r ts  s o  a l l  w o u ld  b e  e x c lu d e d  fr o m  m a r k e ts  b y  th is  
d is c r im in a to r y  lo g ic  (2 0 1 3 :1 4 1 )  is  b o r r o w e d  fr o m  th e  e a r l ie r  fa tw a  o f  a l-K h a r r u b T  (d . 1 5 5 6 ) , 
in c lu d e d  b y  M a y y a r a  in  h is  c o m p e n d iu m  (2 0 1 3 : 9 3 ) .  O n  M a y y a r a , s e e  G a r c fa -A r e n a l (1 9 9 1 ) . 

S e e  a ls o  (m o r e  g e n e r a lly )  G a r c fa -A r e n a l (1 9 8 7 ) .

1 4  T h e  ‘F a r e w e ll A d d r e s s ’ c o n ta in s  e x h o r ta t io n s  to  th e  e a r ly  M u s lim s a b o u t s o c ia l r e la t io n s . 
H a d ith  c o l le c t io n s , Q u r a n ic  c o m m e n ta r ie s  a n d  b io g r a p h ie s  o f  th e  P r o p h e t w r it te n  in  th e  
c e n tu r ie s  a f te r  h is  d e a th  g iv e  v a r io u s v e r s io n s a n d  p ie c e s o f th e s p e e c h  a n d  p la c e it in  
d if fe r e n t t im e s  o f  h is  c a r e e r . S o m e  o f  th e  m o d if ic a t io n s  (n o t  in c lu d e d  in  th e  s ix  c a n o n ic a l 
h a d ith  c o lle c t io n s ) c o n ta in  s ta te m e n ts a b o u t th e e q u a lity  a n d  b r o th e r h o o d  o f M u s lim s , 
w h e th e r  A r a b  o r  n o n -A r a b , b la c k  o r  r e d . T h e  a d d r e s s  is  i t s e lf  a n  e x c e l le n t  e x a m p le  o f  h o w  
fo u n d a tio n a l t e x t s  c o u ld  b e  u s e d  a n d  e v e n  tr a n s fo r m e d  in  a n  o n g o in g  d e b a te  a b o u t  id e n t ity  
a n d  d is c r im in a tio n , w h e th e r  tr ib a l , e th n ic  o r  r e l ig io u s . S e e  M o tta h e d e h  (1 9 7 6 : 1 6 4 ) a n d  

M a r lo w  (1 9 9 7 : 2 4 -5 ) .

1 5  I b n  Z ik r I  d is c u s se s  M u h a m m a d ’s  m a r r ia g e  to  J e w is h  c o n v e r ts  ( I b n  Z ik r T  2 0 1 6 : 6 6 -7  [A r a b ic  
p a g in a t io n ]) , th e  r e la t io n s h ip  b e tw e e n  I s m a e l’s  a n d  I s h a q ’s  d e s c e n d a n ts  (1 6 ) a n d  J e w is h  

d e s c e n t  f r o m  p r o p h e ts  (1 3 4 ).

1 6  A n o th e r  v e r s io n  r e a d s  ‘M y  fa th e r  is  I s lj f iq , m y  g r a n d fa th e r  I b r a h im , m y  u n c le  ls m a ‘l l ,  a n d  m y  
b r o th e r  Y u s u f .’ I n  b io g r a p h ic a l s k e tc h e s , § a f iy a  w a s  g iv e n  a  tr ib a l g e n e a lo g y  s tr e tc h in g  b a c k  
to  L e v i s o n  o f  J a c o b . F o r  e x a m p le s  o f  h e r  u s e  in  th e s e  d e b a te s  s e e  M a y y a r a  (2 0 1 3 : 1 6 3 )  a n d  
I b n  Z ik r T  (2 0 1 6 : 1 8 , 4 9 , 6 7 , 7 7  [A r a b ic  p a g in a t io n ] ) . N o t a ll s to r ie s  a b o u t S a f ly a  w e r e  s o  
p o s it iv e . C o m p a r e  I b n  I s h a q  (1 9 5 5 :  5 1 7 ) , in  w h ic h  A b u  A y y O b  fe a r s  th a t § a f iy a  w il l a t te m p t 

to  m u r d e r  th e  P r o p h e t .

1 7  F o r  m o r e  d e ta i le d  tr e a tm e n t o f  th e s e  tr a n s fo r m a t io n s  in  th e  J e w is h , C h r is t ia n , a n d  c o n v e r t 

c o m m u n itie s , s e e  N ir e n b e r g  (2 0 0 2 ) .

1 8  S p itz e r  (1 9 4 1 ) s u g g e s te d  th a t race d e r iv e d  fr o m  L a t in  ration. T h e  p r o p o s a l w a s  s tr o n g ly  
r e b u t te d  b y  C o n t in i (1 9 5 9 ,1 9 7 0 ) ,  w h o  p r o p o s e d  it s  d e r iv a t io n  fr o m  o ld  F r e n c h  harazlharas, 
th e  s ta l l io n ’s  d e p o s it . S e e  a ls o  W a r tb u r g  (1 9 6 0 : 1 1 1 ) a n d  S a b a tin i (1 9 6 2 ) . M e r k  (1 9 6 9 ) 
a t te m p te d  to  d e fe n d  S p itz e r ’s  a lte r n a t iv e  e ty m o lo g y , to  w h ic h  C o lu c c ia  (1 9 7 2 ) p r o v id e d  a  

r e b u tta l . N o n e  o f  th e s e  u t i l iz e  th e  s o u r c e s  I  to u c h  u p o n  a b o v e .

1 9  E x a m p le s  o f  s u c h  u s a g e  a r e  le g io n . A  p a r t ic u la r ly  fa m o u s  o n e  is  th a t o f  P in e d a  ( [c . 1 5 8 9 ] 

1 9 6 3 -4 : 4 1 0 ) : ‘N in g iin  c u e r d o  q u ie r e  m u g e r  c o n  r a z a  d e  ju d ia  n i d e  m a r r a n a .’

2 0  ‘L a .x . t i tu lo  d e la  e n fe r m e d a t . q u e  d iz e n  r a z a . / /  F a z e  s e  a lo s  c a u a llo s  u n a  m a la u tia  q u e l  d iz e n  
R a g a . E t  fa z e  s e  d e  s e q u e d a t d e la  u n n a .’ T h is  p a r t ic u la r  m a n u s c r ip t is  fr o m  th e  fo u r te e n th  
c e n tu r y , b u t th e  C a ta la n  tr a n s la t io n  c la im s th a t th e  C a s t i l ia n  tr a n s la t io n  w a s  m a d e  a t th e  

c o m m a n d  o f  A lfo n s o  X  o f  C a s ti le  (r . 1 2 5 2 -8 4 ) .

2 1  O n  th is  w o r k , s e e  C ifu e n te s  a n d  F e r r a g u d  (1 9 9 9 ) . F o r  th e  C a s t i l ia n  tr a n s la t io n  b y  M a r tfn  

M a r t in e z  d e  A m p ie s , s e e  D ie s  ( [1 4 9 9 ] 1 9 9 2 ) .

2 2  F o r  m u ltip le  e x a m p le s  o f  raga in  th e  la te  fo u r te e n th - a n d  e a r ly  f if t e e n th -c e n tu r y  C a s t i l ia n  
p o e tic  c o r p u s , s e e  N ir e n b e r g  (2 0 0 9 : 2 4 9 -5 0 ) . F o r  th e  1 4 7 0 s  s e e  G u il l6 n  d e  S e g o v ia  (1 9 6 2 :  

s .v . ‘r a ^ a ’) .
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2 3  M u c h  o f  th is  ‘c o m m o n  s e n s e ’ c o u ld  a ls o  b e  fo u n d  in  a n c ie n t a u th o r s  w h o s e  p r e s t ig e  in  th e  
m e d ie v a l C h r is t ia n  a n d  I s la m ic  w o r ld s  o f  le a r n in g  w a s  im m e n s e . S e e  fo r  e x a m p le  A r is to t le ’s  IHGFEDCBA
History of Animals (7 .6  o n  th e  r e s e m b la n c e  o f  c h ild r e n  to  th e ir  p a r e n ts , a n d  c f . h is  On the 
Generation of Animals 1 .1 7 -1 8 )  o r  X e n o p h o n ’s  On Hunting  (3 , 7  o n  b r e e d in g  o f  d o g s ) .

2 4  T h e  u s e  o ^  th e  p h r a s e  by nature to  d is t in g u is h  o ld  C h r is t ia n s  w a s  a lr e a d y  c o m m o n  b y  th is  
d a te .

2 5  F o r  e x a m p le s  o f  a t te m p ts  a t  d is c r im in a t io n  in  th e  1 4 3 0 s , s e e  N ir e n b e r g  (2 0 0 2 : 2 3 -4 ) .

2 6  T h e  te x ts  c o n n e c te d  w ith  th e  c o n tr o v e r s y  h a v e  r e c e n tly  b e e n  g a th e r e d  a n d  r e e d ite d  b y  
G o n z d le z  R o ld n  a n d  S a q u e r o  S u ^ e z -S o m o n te  (2 0 1 2 ) .

2 7  T h e  m e ta p h o r  is  a  r e fe r e n c e  to  J e s u s ’ r e b u k e  o f  th e  P h a r is e e s  in  M t . 5 .1 5 ; L k . 8 .1 6 ,1 1 .3 3 ;  
M k  4 .2 1 .

2 8  F o r  a  ( fa r  to o ) s tr o n g  th e s is  a b o u t th e  im p a c t o f  I b e r ia n  id e a s  o f  p u r ity  o f  b lo o d  in  th e  
N e w  W o r ld , s e e  S w e e t (1 9 9 7 ) . O n  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  I s la m ic  id e a s  a b o u t b la c k n e s s in  
s tr u c tu r in g  th e  m a s s iv e  s la v e  tr a d e  o f  th e  M u s lim  w o r ld , s e e  G o m e z  (2 0 0 5 : 3 5 -4 0 ; 2 0 1 8 :  
4 3 -5 7 ) . (G o m e z  d o e s n o t , h o w e v e r , to u c h  u p o n  M a g h r e b i d is c u s s io n s  o f  l in e a g e  a n d  
c o n v e r s io n .)

2 9  T h e Fuero juzgo, a th ir te e n th -c e n tu r y  tr a n s la t io n  o f th e V is ig o th ic  Uber iudiciorum, 
t r a n s m it te d  a s p e c ts  o f  th is  le g is la tio n  in to  c iv i l la w . S e e , fo r  e x a m p le , Fuero juzgo (1 8 1 5 : 
1 7 9 ) . V id a l  D o v a l (2 0 2 0 )  h a s  s tu d ie d  th e  u s e  o f  th e s e  t e x t s  in  th e  T o le d o  c o n tr o v e r s ie s  o f  th e  
f i f t e e n th  c e n tu r y .

3 0  T h e  fa m o u s  c a n o n  De ludeis {Corpus iuris canonici, D is t . 4 5 , c . 5 , in  F r ie d b e r g  a n d  R ic h te r  
1 9 5 5 : 1 6 1 -2 ) , fo r  e x a m p le , c o r r e s p o n d s  to  c a n o n  5 7  o f  T o le d o  I V  (M a r t in e z  D le z  a n d  
R o d r ig u e z  1 9 9 2 : 2 3 5 ) . O n  h o w  th e  V is ig o th ic  c o n c il ia r  d e c r e e s  e n te r e d  c a n o n  la w , s e e  
M a r m u r s z te jn  (2 0 1 6 :  2 3 3 -4 0 ;  2 0 1 9 ).  S e e  a ls o , f r o m  th e  s a m e  v o lu m e , P o u tr in  (2 0 2 0 ) .

3 1  O n  th e  shu'ubtyah c o n tr o v e r s y , s e e  n o w  S a v a n t (2 0 1 6 ), S z o m b a th y  (2 0 0 5 ) a n d  L a r s s o n  
(2 0 0 5 ) . C la ss ic  s tu d ie s  in c lu d e  G o ld z ih e r (1 9 6 6 : 1 3 7 -9 8 ) , G ib b  (1 9 6 2 ) a n d  M o tta h e d e h  
(1 9 7 6 ) . S e e  m o r e  g e n e r a lly  M a r lo w  (1 9 9 7 ) .

3 2  W r it in g  in  C o r d o b a , a r o u n d  9 4 0 , I b n  'A b d  R a b b ih  p r o v id e s  o n e  e x a m p le  o f  th e  r e a c h  o f  
iht  shu'iibfyah c o n tr o v e r s y  in to  th e  I b e r ia n  P e n in s u la  ( I b n  'A b d  R a b b ih  1 9 8 2 : 3 .4 0 3 -8 ) . A  
c e n tu r y  la te r  th e  M u s lim  c o n v e r t (o r  d e s c e n d a n t o f  c o n v e r ts )  fr o m  C h r is t ia n ity  A b u  A m ir  
ib n  G a r c fa  a l-B a s h k u n s i ( i .e . el vascuense, th e  B a s q u e ) p r o d u c e d  a  tr e a t is e  th a t  p r o v o k e d  n o  
le s s  th a n  f iv e  s u r v iv in g  r e p lie s  p e n n e d  o v e r  th e  fo l lo w in g  c e n tu r ie s . S e e  M o n r o e  (1 9 7 0 ) a n d  
L a r s s o n  (2 0 0 3 ) .

3 3  A r a b ic : I b n  Q u ta y b a  (1 9 9 8 : 1 8 6 ) . I b n  Q u ta y b a  in c lu d e s  a  s e c t io n  o n  h o r s e s  in  h is  tr e a t is e  
o n  th e  shu'iibiyah (1 2 0 -7 ; 2 0 1 9 : 1 0 1 -4 ) a n d  a ls o  g iv e s  d e ta i le d  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t th e m  
in  s e v e r a l o th e r  b o o k s , in c lu d in g  h is  Adab al-katib^ Kitab al-Ma anl al-kabtr a n d  'Uyun al- 
akhbar.

3 4  A r a b ic : I b n  Q u ta y b a  (1 9 9 8 :  4 6 ) .

3 5  S e c  a ls o  S a v a n t (2 0 0 6 ) ; a n d  m o r e  g e n e r a lly . F ir e s to n e  (1 9 9 0 ) . S e e  a ls o  S z o m b a th y  (2 0 0 3 : 
1 1 4 ) .

3  6 C o m p a r e  th e  s a y in g  a t tr ib u te d  to  M u h a m m a d : ‘G o d  c h o s e  K in a n a h  fr o m  a m o n g  th e  c h ild r e n  
o f  I s m a  i l ,  a n d  H e  c h o s e  th e  Q u r a y s h  fr o m  th e  K in S n a h , a n d  H e  c h o s e  fr o m  th e  Q u r a y s h  th e  
B a m  H a sh im , a n d  H e  c h o s e  m e  fr o m  th e  B a n u  H a s h im ’ {$ah7b Muslim  2 2 7 6 , in  I b n  a l-H a j ja j 
1 9 9 4 : 1 5 -1 6 .3 8 ).

3 7  T o  g iv e  ju s t o n e  m e d ie v a l e x a m p le : in  f if t e e n th -c e n tu r y  I b e r ia , A lo n s o  d e  E s p in a  a s s e r te d  
th e  d e m o n ic  l in e a g e  o f  J e w s  (E s p in a  1 4 9 4 :  2 .7 9 , c o l . d ) . S e e  G in io  (1 9 9 8 : 1 6 -1 7 ) . I n  2 0 1 8 , 
R o b e r t B o w e r s in v o k e d  J o h n  8 .4 4  to  ju s t ify  h is  m u r d e r o f e le v e n  J e w s in  a  P it ts b u r g h  
s y n a g o g u e  ( s e e  Z a im o v  2 0 1 8 ) .
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3 8 T h is lis t in c lu d e s m o d e r n  a s  w e ll a s  m e d ie v a l th in k e r s . T h e  n in e te e n th -c e n tu r y  S p a n is h  
s c h o la r  M a r c e l in o  M e n 6 n d e z  y  P e la y o  b e l ie v e d  th e  J e w s  h a d  in v e n te d  th e  r a c is m  th a t w a s  
th e n  ‘tu r n e d  a g a in s t th e m ’ (M e n 6 n d e z  y  P e la y o  1 9 4 6 : 4 0 8 ) .  T h e  e u g e n ic is t  A lfr e d  S c h u ltz  
(1 9 0 8 )  to o k  a  s im ila r  p o s it io n . M o r e  r e c e n t ly  W in th r o p  J o r d a n  ( [1 9 6 8 ]  1 9 7 7 )  p la c e d  a n c ie n t 
J e w is h  e x e g e s is o f  th e  c u r s e  o f  H a m  a t th e  o r ig in s  o f  h is  h is to r y  o f  r a c is m , a s  d o e s  I v a n  

H a n n a fo r d  (1 9 9 6 : 1 0 0 -1 5 ).IHGFEDCBA

Chapter 4

1  1  c it e  D e v is s e  a s  w e ll a s  B in d m a n  a n d  G a te s  to  a c k n o w le d g e  th e  g r o u n d b r e a k in g  w o r k  o f  th e  
e a r l ie r  s c h o la r s h ip , a n d  b e c a u s e  th e  2 0 1 0  E n g lis h  r e - is s u e  s o m e t im e s  p r e s e n ts  m a te r ia ls  in  

s l ig h t ly  d if fe r e n t  fo r m a ts .

2  T h e  T u r k is h  c o n q u e s t o f C o n s ta n t in o p le  in te r r u p te d  th e  s la v e  tr a d e fr o m  th e  B la c k  S e a  
a r e a . I n  th e  E a s te r n  p a r t  o f  th e  I b e r ia n  P e n in s u la , B la c k  A fr ic a n  s la v e s  a r e  p r e s e n t  fr o m  th e  
s e c o n d  q u a r te r  o f  th e  th ir te e n th  c e n tu r y , b u t th e y  b e c a m e  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  fr o m  th e  la te r  
f i f te e n th  c e n tu r y  o n w a r d s , w ith  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  d ir e c t s la v e  tr a d e  fr o m  W e s t  A fr ic a  to  
P o r tu g a l a n d  S p a in . S e e  V e r lin d e n  (1 9 5 5 :  2 2 5 -6 , 2 7 0 -3 , 2 8 2 -6 ; 1 9 7 7 ),  E p s te in  (2 0 0 1 )  a n d  

B lu m e n th a l (2 0 0 9 ) .

3  A  c o n s id e r a b le  n u m b e r  o f  s tu d ie s  e x a m in e  th e  r e p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  B la c k  A fr ic a n s  in  m e d ie v a l 
a r t , e x e g e s is ,  t r a v e l a n d  v e r n a c u la r  l i t e r a tu r e . A p a r t fr o m  The Image of the Black {L ’ lmage 
du ttoir)  2 .1  (D e v is s e  1 9 7 9 a ;  B in d m a n  a n d  G a te s  2 0 1 0 ) , s e e  M ie lk e  (1 9 9 2 ) , M e tz le r  ( [1 9 9 7 ]  
2 0 0 9 ) ,  th e  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  th e  s p e c ia l is s u e  ‘R a c e  a n d  E th n ic ity  in  th e  M id d le  A g e s ’ o f  th e  
Journal of Medieval and Early Modem Studies (H a h n  2 0 0 1 b ) a n d  M a r tin  (2 0 0 1 ) .

4  T h is  c h a p te r  b u ild s  o n  v a n  d e r  L u g t (2 0 0 5 , 2 0 1 8 ) . I  o n ly  to u c h  u p o n  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  
r e p r o d u c t iv e  a n d  s e x u a l fu n c t io n s  o f  B la c k  w o m e n , a  th e m e  d is c u s s e d  b y  B il le r  (2 0 0 5 ) . S e e , 
h o w e v e r , n o te  2 6  b e lo w . I n  u p d a t in g  I  h a v e  m a d e  u s e  o f  a n  E n g lis h  t r a n s la t io n  o f  th e  e a r l ie r  
a r t ic le  f r o m  2 0 0 5  b y  T h o m a s  H a h n , to  w h o m  I  e x te n d  m y  w a r m e s t  th a n k s .

5  I  h a v e  n o t  e n c o u n te r e d  th is  d e s c r ip t io n  in  o th e r  m e d ie v a l s o u r c e s . T h e  o p e n in g  o f  m o u th s  
s u g g e s ts  th e  in s p e c t io n  o f  s la v e s . O n e  o f  A lb e r t’s  s o u r c e s , th e  Pantegni o f  H a ly  A b b a s , g iv e s  
in s tr u c tio n s  fo r  e x a m in in g  th e  b o d ie s  o f  s la v e s  b u t  d o e s  n o t  m e n tio n  th e ir  m o u th s  (1 .2 4 , ‘D e  
s ig n o  s a n i c o r p o r is ’ (H a ly  A b b a s  n .d .: fo l . 5 v -6 r ; 1 5 1 5 : fo l . 4 r — 4 v ) . I  h a v e  n o t  fo u n d  c le a r  
r e fe r e n c e s  to  th e s e  p a s s a g e s  in  th e  Pantegni in  L a t in  s o u r c e s .

6 H o w e v e r ,  in  h is  Expositio problematum Aristotelis 1 0 .6 7  (1 0 .6 0  in  th e  G r e e k ) ,  P ie tr o  d ’A b a n o  
d is t in g u is h e s  b e tw e e n  th e  E th io p ia n s , w h o  h e  s a y s  l iv e  c lo s e  to  th e  e q u a to r , a n d  B la c k  p e o p le  
g e n e r a lly ,  w h o  p e o p le  a  la r g e r  a r e a : ‘Q u a r e  e s t  q u o d  d e n te s  e th io p u m  h a b ita n t iu m  p r im u m  
c h m a  a d  m e r id ie m  e t u n iv e r s a l it e r  n ig r o r u m  q u o d  e s t a b  e x tr e m ita te  te r c i i c l im a t is  v e r s u s  
to r r id a m  z o n a m  s u n t  a lb i ’ (P ie tr o  d ’A b a n o  1 4 8 2 : n o  fo l ia t io n ) .

7  S e e  W a r tb u r g  e t  a l . (1 9 2 2 -2 0 0 2 : 6 .1 .5 5 4 ,  s .v . ‘m a u r e ’) a n d , fo r  e x a m p le ,  J a c q u e s  d e  V itr y , 
Historia orientalis p r o lo g u e  (J a c q u e s  d e  V itr y  1 9 8 6 :  5 2 -3 ) .  T h e  p r o lo g u e  is  n o w  c o n s id e r e d  

in a u th e n tic .

8 Questiones salemitane B 4 6  ( s e e  L a w n  1 9 7 9 ;  2 3 ) .

9  A le x a n d e r  v o n  R o e s , Memoriale c h . 1 5 ; ‘E t d ic u n tu r  G a ll ic i s e c u n d u m  q u o s d a m  a  n ito r e  
c o r p o r u m ; g a l la  e n im  g r e c e , la t in e  d ic itu r  la c ;  e t  h a n c  e x p o s it io n e m  v o c a b u li  e g o  r e p r o b a r e  n o n  
d e b e o  ta m q u a m  a b  a n t iq u is  tr a d ita m . V e r u m  e s t  q u o d  r e sp e c tu  H is p a n o r u m  v e l M a u r o r u m  
n ite n t  c o r p o r e  a l iq u a n tu lu m  a lb io r e s ;  r e s p e c tu  v e to  c ir c u m ia c e n t iu m  p r o v in c ia r u m , v id e l i c e t 
S a x o n u m  e t  A n g lo r u m , n u lla te n u s  a  n ito r e  c o r p o r u m  d ic i p o s s u n t ’ (1 9 5 8 : 1 0 7 ) .

1 0  T h e  f if t e e n th -c e n tu r y  G e r m a n  tr a n s la t io n  e d ite d  in  th e  s a m e v o lu m e a ls o  la c k s th e  te r m  
maurus. I n s te a d , i t  m e n t io n s  p e o p le  in h a b it in g  S p a in  a n d  th e  M e d ite r r a n e a n .

1 1  F o r  th e  m e a n in g  oiglaucus, s e e  P a s to u r e a u  (2 0 0 0 : 2 5 -7 ) .



A  C U L T U R A L  H I S T O R Y BA 

O F  R A C E

IN THE 
MIDDLE AGES

V O L U M E  2 IHGFEDCBA

Edited by Thomas Hahn

B L O O M S B U R Y  A C A D E M I C

LONDON • NEW YORK • OXFORD • NEW DELHI • SYDNEY


